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Sheridan rides to victory at the Battle of Cedar Creek, October 19th, 1864 in this Kurz & Allison lithograph
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A Message from the President

Columbia County
HISTORY HERITAGE

&

An Important Message for Our Members

O

f the 3,142 counties in this country few have more cultural
resources to offer to their residents and visitors than does
Columbia County. We are fortunate to have over three hundred years of architectural history, four national historic landmarks,
ten local historical societies [check number with Sharon] in addition
to our County Historical Society, and a number of visual, theatrical,
musical, and other performing arts institutions, all of which enhance
the quality of our lives. Often overlooked is the fact that these institutions constitute a vital segment of our county’s economy and provide a richer opportunity for economic development than the creation of a few industrial jobs ever will.
Large segments of our national population live in areas where
there are few structures dating before the twentieth century and
where it is a challenge to discern what the lives of our ancestors
entailed. There will never be more eighteenth and nineteenth century structures than there are now. The preservation of Columbia
County’s heritage will provide a rich educational and cultural experience to our countrymen who are less fortunate than we who live
in the Hudson river valley.
The economic benefits of historic preservation and interpretation infuse the economy of the entire county. Most obvious are the
jobs created directly by historic sites open to the public: curators,
groundskeepers, librarians, cleaners, docents, laborers, shop clerks,
and many others. In addition, local contractors, insurance compa-
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E D I TO R ’ S F O R E WO R D
The 1850s and the 1860s. There is no question that this was an
interesting and turbulent period in our history. Forefront during
the 50s were the questions of slavery and the right of individual
states to make their own choices, fostering bitter arguments among
many and a fierce debate between two famous friends — “the Little
Giant” (Stephen A. Douglas) and “The Tall Sucker”( Abraham
Lincoln). These encounters, studied in newspaper articles and telegraph reports flashing across the country deepen the divisions of
opinion within our great country. There was a rough and tumble
election with candidates traveling long distances to major centers to
make speeches — one of them Albany. Then Lincoln won and
there was war — not as today between our nation and a far distant
Iraq — but neighbor against neighbor — kin against kin.
It is not our purpose to draw parallels between the present and
the past. Rather, it is our intent to impart some insight to the attitudes, spirit, and feelings extant in Columbia County at the time.
We will talk about Columbia County’ contributions to the war
effort and will tell tales of those very young men who went off to
battle — some to win glory — but many to meet with peril, hardship, and death. From the census and many other sources our writers will find and present clues to our ethnic make-up, as well as our
industry and commerce. We will witness the growth of power and
wealth in our community in that time emanating from the influx
of new people, new ideas, new industries, and new methods of
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1Columbia at
mid-19th Century…
and Beyond2
and Livingston. The heavy clay soils adjacent to the river may have
created problems for farmers, but they allowed for easy production of
bricks. Brickyards in Hudson, Stockport and Stuyvesant were known
for miles around. The Hudson also provided for a prosperous ice
industry, the indispensable refrigerant of the times. Others also
worked on the water; these ranged from laborers and stevedores to
commercial fishermen, and at the higher end of the status scale,
pilots and steamboat captains. In 1860 Columbia’s population was a
very modest 47,172 souls.
A high percentage of Columbians were native to America,
although immigration had spiked upward since1845 or so. Census
data for 1850 indicates that the county’s northwest quadrant attracted the largest cohort of foreign born. Hudson had more than any
other municipality but in percentile figures, trailed Stockport and
Ghent. An historical sociologist would notice the presence of an

By Dale Nicholson
Editor’s Note: Mr. Nicholson is a retired Hudson High School social
studies teacher with a Doctorate in history and education.
He maintains an avid interest in history and is currently authoring a
book entitled An Invisible Past: An Ethnic History of Columbia
County, 1640–2000
he county at mid-point in the nineteenth century, like most
of the Hudson Valley north of New York City and south of
Albany, resembled nothing so much as a sylvan Currier and
Ives landscape. Rolling hills and valleys were everywhere. Dotted
with tiny hamlets and villages, interlaced with stands of pines, ash,
hemlock, and oak, Columbia was well noted for its natural beauty.
Hudson and Chatham, bustling transportation and commercial cen-
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1850 1851 1852 1853 1854 1855 1856 1857
ters, qualified as urban, according to contemporary standards but
only the former was officially a city. People were mainly farmers and
farm laborers—hay, dairy, grains, and fruit, and sheep were some of
the produce they turned out for sale on the open market.
Most were mom and pop operations, with an acre or so devoted
to vegetables to place on the family table, with some left over for drying. Most farm families kept a cow and a horse or two, and often
some sheep for mutton and wool. But some farms were owned by
gentlemen, or those who considered themselves so and their
spreads could entail thousands of acres. Not only their
homes but sometimes even their barns were large,
ornate, and impressive to behold.
But not all citizens were yeoman farmers. A
sizable minority worked the many small mills
and factories, particularly those devoted to
textiles, standing adjacent to small but
fast running streams and creeks.
Quarries provided stone for
building. Iron and lead were
mined in small amounts
in places like Copake

upper middle class made up of commercial leaders; well off farmers;
professional men, such as doctors, and especially lawyers; and
Protestant clerics and the like. Their national backgrounds, like most
county people in general, tended to be Dutch, German, and British
and a surprising number of these were relatively new to the county.
But the dominant families in some ways were still the Livingstons
and the Van Rensselaers. They were the two great landowning clans,
who many years earlier had fastened on much
of Columbia a land system unlike any other in
America. The tenants of Livingston Manor
and the so-called Lower Manor in Claverack of
the Van Rensselaers did not own the land, but
rented it. At harvest time they were obligated to
pay taxes, usually in the form of produce and
livestock to the Grand Seigneurs. On several
occasions tenants had rebelled against the
owners, sometimes with considerable
violence, as happened in the 1840’s
in Tagkhanic and some other
eastern towns. The system
finally came to a close in
the late 1850s and early 1860s,
although faint residues of

Allegorical female
figures of “Columbia”
were popular in the
19th-century.

Continued on next page.
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this semi-feudal practice held on even
longer. Martin Van Buren, eighth President,
and by 1850 retired to his Kinderhook home,
Lindenwald, was by far the most prominent
Columbian. Still recovering from his unsuccessful third party bid to recapture the White
House in 1848, he spent much time visiting
with such old friends as Franklin Pierce,
another former president and ally.
By mid-century there were two noticeable
under classes in place—African-Americans
and the immigrant Catholic Irish. Slavery
had been illegal in New York State since
1827. Yet as late as 1860 there was at least
one house slave present in Kinderhook. Most
African-Americans worked in the fields as
farm laborers or as house servants but they
were hardly welcomed into white society.
Their work was needed but they were
enjoined to live by themselves in certain
neighborhoods. In short de facto segregation
was very much in force. At the time, they
made up perhaps three per cent of the county’s population, but considerably more in
Hudson and Stuyvesant, figures to remain
constant for many years. Kinderhook, too,
was home to many free black families.
The Irish had come in with a rush in the
mid-1840s, fleeing the ravages of the great

www.cchsny.org

Politically, in the
fifties and sixties
Columbia was closely
contested. It is often
forgotten that Martin
Van Buren was not
only United States
president but also
the architect
of the modern
Democratic Party.
speaking lands—Mecklenberg, Saxony,
Hanover, Prussia, and somewhat surprisingly, Catholic Bavaria. They were a bit more
prosperous than the poor Irish tended to be,
more literate (It was against the Penal Laws

much the Sabbath, a day reserved for religious
services and quiet visiting between families,
although many people did not attend church
regularly. Ethnicity was greatly connected to
faith. People of Dutch background tended to
be Reformed and Germans were often
Lutheran. Places where English immigrants
were gathered invariably had Episcopalian
and Methodist churches nearby. The same
may be said for the Irish and Catholicism.
Methodism, noted for its evangelical fervor, had by 1855 set up more churches
around the county than any Protestant
denomination. The Shakers, a sect noted for
the celibacy of its members, and the austere
simplicity of their lives, were noted also for
the skill they displayed in the production of
furniture and other items. They were fairly
numerous in New Lebanon.
As the fifties turned into the sixties, the
nation’s sectional crisis worsened. Debate
raged in thousands of presses including
Columbia’s—should the erring sisters, the
Confederate states be allowed to secede
peacefully, as Horace Greeley of the New
York Tribune counseled? Or should the
Union be preserved, even if force must be
applied? Lincoln in the election of 1860 carried the county but only narrowly. However,

1858 1859 1860 1861 1862 1863 1864 1865
famine caused by a blight which had ruined
one potato crop after another. By 1855 they
were heavily ensconced in Hudson, making
up almost twenty per cent of the population.
Census records indicate that some streets and
neighborhoods in Hudson’s lower wards, the
ones by the river where the poor people
lived, were so heavily Celtic that by the late
fifties or early sixties the entire community
came to be known as Irishtown. They
were also heavily present in Chatham,
Kinderhook, Ghent and New Lebanon. In
rural areas they worked the fields; in mill
towns they were laborers; but in general they
did anything they could to make a dollar.
Many Irish women worked as domestics.
Van Buren himself employed no fewer than
four of them. The Catholic Irish were
exposed to the same sort of prejudicial
behavior as African-Americans, although
usually in not quite so severe a form. For
instance, employment advertisements were
sometimes worded as follows: “Wanted: A
Protestant maid!”
The second largest immigrant group were
Germans. They came from all of the German

in Ireland for Catholics to receive an education), and more skilled. Some became middling successful farmers in places like Ghent,
Claverack, and Kinderhook. There is evidence that Catholic Bavarians and other
German Catholics were not well received in
Catholic parishes at the time. Many became
Lutheran and Reformed Protestants.
The English were here in considerable
numbers, too. Most seemed to have worked
as weavers, spinners, and laborers in the textile industry of the English midlands around
Manchester and Stockport. The brothers,
James and Nathan Wild, natives of that area
came to Columbia and established important mills in Valatie and Columbiaville
respectively. Many of their countrymen and
women came to work in their own factories
and in other mill towns, such as Stottville
and Philmont.
Religion played a much more important
part in the lives of the people than is the case
in our own secular era. Sermons were often
published in the daily and weekly press and
the workings of ministerial associations given
considerable attention. Sunday was very

4

when Fort Sumter was fired upon by
Confederate guns the following year all
doubts and hesitations were put aside. The
nation found itself at war. Columbia
responded and with a will!
Space allows discussion only of the county’s most prominent regiment—the 128th
New York Volunteers. An infantry regiment,
it was mustered from young men in
Columbia and Dutchess counties. It performed its most conspicuous service in the
swamps of the Mississippi River at a place
called Port Hudson. The port was a small
bay on the river near Baton Rouge, sub-tropical in climate, often wickedly hot in spring
and summer. It was the job of the 128th and
the other soldiers of the XIXth Corps of the
Union Army of the Gulf to help take control
of the river, thus splitting the Confederacy in
two. The climactic battle came in July of
1863, when the local outfit marched directly
into the southern lines, bringing terrible carnage upon itself. Among the dead was Col.
David Cowles, commanding officer of the
regiment. In civilian life, he had been a
Hudson lawyer and, for three years,
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View of Hudson
by Henry Ary, c.
1852, oil on canvas.
Riverfront smokestacks of the 1851
Hudson Iron Works
are the cenbtral
feature of an industrial complex served
by a newly completed
Hudson River
Railroad. Picture
courtesy Albany
Institute of History
and Art).

Columbia County District Attorney. The battle was called off when
the beleaguered troops refused to attack once again. But the rebels
later surrendered, finally placing the river in northern hands.
Many a boy from the 128th contracted tropical disease by
bivouacking in the swamps of Port Hudson, near Baton Rouge. It
was subtropical in climate. There they were targets of great swarms of
disease-bearing mosquitoes. Many fell ill with malaria and tuberculosis. One soldier, Pvt. Arthur A. Moore of Hudson, carried his ill-

Massachusetts and the Mid-West to supply Hudson’s nascent iron
works. Chatham in some ways outshone its larger rival as a busy rail
entrepot. Situated strategically between New York and Boston, passengers and freight in large numbers came through the Chatham terminal heading to one or the other of these places. The village also
acted as the terminus of a short route from New York, later to become
the Harlem division of the huge New York Central system. From
Chatham and Hudson tracks spread out like cobwebs to take in near-

1866 1867 1868 1869 1870 1871 1872 1873
ness back home. His entire family, including his wife and infant
daughter, died of the disease.
Politically, in the fifties and sixties Columbia was closely contested. It is often forgotten that Martin Van Buren was not only United
States president but also the architect of the modern Democratic
Party. The Democrats in the county usually did very well in this period but in actuality only a few hundred votes usually separated
Republican and Democratic candidates in presidential elections.
(The domination Republi- cans have shown in county
politics did not really begin until the 1920s and only now betrays
signs of weakening.)
We close this essay with a word about the railroads in Columbia,
an extremely vital factor in the life of the county. From the 1850s
through the 1930s the rails were the main method of travel for passengers, freight, and rolling stock. The county was the site of two significant rail centers — Hudson and Chatham. Hudson, a major
depot almost from the moment the decision was made by rail magnates that the tracks for the New York to Albany run would be laid
on the eastern rather than western shore of the Hudson River,
became well known as the center for the shipping of freight around
the valley. As soon as the tracks were set down, the Hudson River
R.R. became an important source of employment for county folk.
Many poor Irish worked the road beds as gandy dancers (railroad
workers that lay and maintain tracks) and section hands. Later, when
Pullman cars became common, African-Americans found jobs as
porters and the like. Ores and coal were trundled in from

ly every municipality in the county. People from Mellenville, for
instance, could now take the trains on market days to Hudson to do
their shopping, instead of having to go through the complications of
harnessing the family pony to a rig.
By the close of the war in 1865 the county seemed little changed.
For years she had been a rural fastness and would remain so until galloping suburbanization arrived in the later twentieth century. As in
many other rural counties of the valley, Columbia farmers had done
well in producing goods for Yankee armies and their horses. It is no
accident that Columbia became one of the leaders in New York State
in the production of hay and oats during the war years. We have no
precise figures but it is likely also that local textile mills in Hudson,
Valatie, Columbiaville, Stottville, and Philmont did well for themselves
in turning out cloth to be made into uniforms for the Union army,
Yet if one were acutely aware, he or she could espy social and economic change lying just down the road. Wealthy people who had
done well during the war were accumulating more and more capital
to be put to use during the Gilded Age to come to create even more
wealth. The country, if not our county, was becoming urban and
industrialized. People would soon start leaving their rural homes for
jobs in the city. Italians, Poles, Eastern European Jews and other
nationalities were just now beginning to move into Columbia. That
initial small stream would in just a few years become a river. The cultural conflicts these demographic changes were to inspire would soon
become apparent all over the nation and state, not excluding even the
county of Columbia. ★
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POLITICAL
UPHEAVAL lN
New York 1850–56
a newly elected Senator from New York. On the other the Fillmore
Whigs, headed by Millard Fillmore of Buffalo, who had become
President on the death of Zachery Taylor. In essence, the difference
between these two factions evolved out of slavery issues. The
Fillmore faction favored compromise on issues of slavery, not from
a pro-slavery point of view, but from a desire to prevent a split in the
Whig Party between northern and southern Whigs and a desire to
preserve the Union. In the Whig convention of 1850, the Fillmore
Whigs, like the Barnburner Democrats, walked out of their party’s
convention. A short time later, however, the split between the two
factions was temporarily healed and the Whig party was re-unified.

By: Nick Biggs
Editor’s Note: Mr. Biggs is a member of this magazine’s
Editorial Committee.
he period from 1850 to 1856 resulted in the
realignment of the two party system in New York.
During this time in New York the Whig Party
collapsed, the Republican Party was formed, and the Democratic
Party was consolidated. Also, during this period there was a brief rise
and fall in the state of the anti-immigrant American Party, known as
the “Know-Nothings”.
The major issue affecting the political scene, both on a national as
well as the New York level, was a rising anti-slavery sentiment. This was
manifested in opposition to two issues, the first being the passage of
the Fugitive Slave Law and later in 1854 the introduction the
Kansas-Nebraska bill. This latter in effect repealed the
Missouri Compromise, which had been adopted some
30 years previously and which had prohibited the
extension of slavery in the Louisiana Purchase north
of latitude 36 degrees 36 minutes. Other issues
were prominent during this period, for example
temperance and anti-immigrant feelings but it
was the anti-slavery issue which predominated.

T

Prior Factionalism in the
Existing Two Parties
Prior to 1850, there were nominally two major
parties in New York, the Whig and the Democrats.
Yet, at the beginning of the 1850s, both were
riven by factionalism. In the Democratic Party
were the radical “Barnburners” and the conservative “Hunkers”, later referred to as the “Softs”
and “Hards,” respectively. In a dispute in 1847
between the two factions over the Wilmot
Proviso, excluding slavery from Texas, the
Barnburners split from the Hunkers and held
their own convention. Although they did not
nominate their own candidates, their defection
spelled defeat for the Democratic Party in the
elections of 1848. In a compromise with certain
moderate “Hunkers,” they did return to the
Democratic Party in 1850. This unity was shortlived. In 1853, the Democrats were again split
into Hunkers (Hards) and Barnburners (Softs).
The Whigs in New York also had their
problems. There had arisen in the Whig ranks
two factions. On the one hand were the
Seward Whigs, headed by William H. Seward,

Impact on Existing Parties of Rising Anti-Slavery Sentimen
According to some scholars, the Fugitive Slave Law enacted under
then President Fillmore, was the beginning of the end of the
Whig Party. Seward, as a Senator, was very outspoken in
his opposition to this law. At the convention of Whigs
in 1851, the conservative Fillmore group, led by
Francis Gray, left the convention in opposition to
a resolution which supported Seward’s opposition to the law. These conservatives took on the
name of “Silver Grays” after the their leader’s
silver hair. The Silver Grays at their own convention then endorsed the compromise measures enacted under Fillmore, including the
Fugitive Slave Law.
A more significant event affecting the political scene in New York was the introduction in
1854 of the Kansas-Nebraska bill in Congress
by Stephan Douglas. This had the effect of galvanizing all of the anti-slavery forces in New
Senator William H. Seward
York, be they of Whig or Democratic persuasion. With respect to the Whig Party, this proposed law only further split the radical Whigs
under Seward, who vehemently opposed this
law and led a coalition of anti-slavery Whigs
and Free Soil Democrats in Congress against
passage. The conservative faction, which
believed that the preservation of the Whig Party
and, more importantly the Union, required a
more compromising stance. On the Democratic
side, the issue polarized the Hards and the Softs,
each of which held its own convention. The
Hards at their convention in 1854 approved the
Kansas-Nebraska legislation, whereas the Softs,
unable to reach agreement on a position either
for or against this law, passed a compromise resPresident Millard Fillmore
olution, which, in effect, opposed the law but
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favored it in practice. This caused nearly one-half of the delegates to
walk out of the convention, being the anti-slavery Democrats who
unambiguously opposed the law.
The Know-Nothing Party in New York in 1854 had suddenly
achieved major strength. Thus, in the election of 1854 in New York,
the positions of the major contestants were clear. The Whigs were
opposed to the Kansas-Nebraska bill and the Democrats, both Hards
and Softs, supported or did not oppose the bill and the KnowNothings, who ran solely on an anti-immigrant platform, did not
take a position for or against the new law. In the end the Whigs won
the New York Governorship by the most narrow of margins, the
Know-Nothing candidate getting almost as many votes as the winner, and swept the legislature by a large majority. In effect, the Whig
victory really reflected the rising anti-slavery mood of the state more
than anything else.

Fall 2004

Fillmore for the same reasons. These also began to join on an individual basis the new Republican Party. Finally, the Democrats at their
national convention adopted a pro-South platform and nominated
Buchanan, who was perceived by most as pro-South, for President
This resulted in a group of former Barnburner Democrats in New
York to repudiate their national party’s platform and to support the
Republican Party and its candidate for President, John C. Fremont.
Thus, the ranks of the new state Republican Party swelled with
the addition of disaffected members of the Whig, American, and
Democrat parties, all of which had in common their antipathy for
slavery and its extension. Some of the members of the new party were
fearful that it would fall prey to being subject to the influence or
desires of one or more of these groups. Rather than allow this to happen, the Republican Party at its 1856 convention adopted a platform
which only went to the issue of its opposition to slavery and nothing
more. This avoided the possibility of alienating one or more of these
new groups and united them under a single common cause.

Emergence of the Republican Party as Refuge
for Disaffected Anti-Slavery Adherents
In May 1854, at a convention in Jackson, Michigan, the Republican Clear Two Party System Arises
Party was formed from Free Soil Democrats and anti-slavery Whigs. Thus, from out of the chaos of the prior years, a two party realignAlthough some states entered Republican candidates for election that ment came into being in New York by the latter part of 1856.
year, New York did not. An attempt to create a fusion party in New These two parties now had the same characteristics as did the major
York, consisting of Whigs and Democrats who were anti-slavery, was parties on the national level with respect to the overwhelming issue
defeated in 1855. This was due to efforts by prominent Whig leaders of the day, slavery. The Democrats were generally pro-South and
to try to preserve the remnants of their party and to the longdid not oppose slavery, hoping that compromise with their
standing antipathy between Democrats and Whigs in New
Southern counterparts would preserve the Union. The
York. Yet, the results of the election in 1854 had reflectnew Republican Party, on the other hand, was based
ed the emergence of a strong disaffected anti-slavery
on strong anti-slavery sentiment. Thus, the lines
political movement in the state which would evenwere drawn between the two parties and
tually have to be satisfied.
remained so until the Civil War. Although the
In 1855 and early 1856, small groups of
national Republican Party did not prevail in
Republicans in New York and other states were
the 1856 Presidential contest, it did elect
attempting to attract others to their new party.
Abraham Lincoln in 1860. The rest, so to
Clearly they were in a small minority and needspeak, is history. ★
ed to attract under their banner dissatisfied
Whigs, anti-slavery or Free Soil Democrats and
individuals from the American or Know
This article was derived from the following
Nothing Party. In this effort they succeeded
sources and is only a very brief synopsis of what
because of a number of factors. First, in January
is contained in them:
1856 the Soft Democrats at their convention
adopted a platform which was more proBerger, Mark L., The Revolution in the New
President James Buchanan
Southern than before. (The Hards had already
York Party Systems, New York: Kennikat Press,
taken a position favoring the Kansas-Nebraska
National University Publications, 1973.
law earlier.) This had the effect of further alienBooraem, Hendrick, The Formation of the
ating anti-slavery Democrats from their party.
Republican Party in New York Politics and
Secondly, at its convention the American or
Conscience in the Antebellam North, New York:
Know-Nothing Party nominated Millard
New York University Press, 1983.
Fillmore, who had previously headed the conSmith, Ray B., Editor, History of the State of
servative faction of the Whig Party in New York,
New York, Volume II, Syracuse: Syracuse Press,
as its candidate for President. Fillmore was supInc.. 1922.
ported by the Southern delegations to the conSullivan, James, Editor, History of New York
vention and by pro-South northern delegates.
State, 1523-1927, Volume IV, Washington: The
This perceived pro-South bias caused many in
American Historical Society, Inc.
the American Party to begin drifting to the
Republican Party as more representative of their
anti-slavery, anti-South thinking. Also, disaffected anti-slavery Whigs, who might have gravJohn C. Fremont
itated to the American party, could not accept
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Federal Census
of Hudson in1860
An Overview of the Inhabitants of the City
were also asked who else lived in the household but not whether or
not they were related. Nonetheless, from the names and ages, one can
infer the family relationships in most instances. They were questioned
as well if they owned real estate and what was the value of their personal property. They were also asked if they had been married in the
last year, whether or not they were attending school, and whether or
not they were literate. Finally, they were asked if anyone in the household was “deaf and dumb, blind, insane, idiotic, pauper, or convict.”
The census taker reported that there were five blind people, one who
was “deaf and dumb” and six others were described as “idiotic.” When
I reported that to one contemporary wag, his response was: “Man,
there are a lot more idiots in Hudson today then there were in 1860.”
One man, a butcher born in Ireland–shades of Sweeny Todd perhaps
— was listed as a convict. He lived in the 4th Ward with his wife and
children and he had real estate worth $200 and personal property
worth $50. So, he was probably an “ex-convict.” The sheriff was
counted, as were the people in the jail. Five there were listed as “disorderly”–perhaps they had been drunk. Another was there for “assault
and battery” and two were characterized as “vagrants.”
The census taker gave a number to each building he visited and a
number to each family. As a result it is possible to know if a single
family lived in a dwelling or whether it
was a multi-family residence. Of course,
some poor families took in boarders.
Unfortunately, the exact street addresses
were not given, although there are city
directories which list many Hudson
businesses and many but by no means all
the City’s residents. In checking, for
example, I found that many of Hudson’s
poor and African Americans were not
listed in the City directories. Hudson
was divided into four wards in 1860 —
according to the census taker. Franklin
Ellis in his History of Columbia County
New York claims that the four wards did
not come into being until 1872 and so
he was evidently wrong about that (or
perhaps they were “un-official” at that
point in time but I doubt that).2

By Dr. John C. Fout
Dr. John C. Fout is Professor Emeritus of History at Bard College.
He continues his writing on a two-volume history of the Nazi
Persecution of Homosexuals and he is also working on various aspects
of the history of Hudson, where he now resides.
Introduction
or the historian, any census is both a fantastic source of information and a frustrating body of facts which leave many questions unanswered. And, of course, we can never know if individuals told the census takers the truth or how accurate the latter
were in writing the information down on paper. Moreover, the questions each ten-year census posed to citizens changed from decade to
decade and some were thus destined to be not as good a source of
information as others. Unfortunately, as we shall see, the 1860 census questionnaire was one of the latter. The Hudson census taker,
with the title of an Assistant Marshall, was named John Reynolds.
His findings were certified by a local Commissioner of Deeds. When
Mr. Reynolds finished his work in the summer of 1860, he reported
that there were 7,187 people living in the City. He also noted that
there were 1,038 dwellings in which people lived and 1,515 households within those buildings. These
included one-family homes, multi-family
dwellings, boarding houses, hotels, and
there was even the Orphan Relief
Association, which housed a matron
(Elizabeth Jones, who was thirty-one), a
nurse, a servant, and twenty-five children, aged from one to seventeen.
Interestingly, all the three female staff
and the children were white and all were
born in New York state. It is somewhat
surprising that the Association was prejudiced in its choice of both staff and the
selection of children.
In the 1860 Federal census individuals
were asked their name, their age, and in
what state or country they were born (but
not their exact birth date or the city),
their race, and their occupation. They
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In the 1860 Federal
census individuals were
asked their name, their
age, and in what state or
country they were born
(but not their exact
birth date or the city),
their race, and their
occupation.
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Women’s Work and Men’s Work
This 1860 census offers some information
about occupations (“profession, occupation,
or trade of each person, male and female,
over 15 years of age”), although we learn
nothing about how much education or training an individual had and the money they
earned. That information would have been
quite helpful. A host of factors shaped the
occupational choices of most residents. That
is, all work was shaped by gender, class, race,
education, and whether or not one was
native born or a foreigner. For the latter, of
course, whether they spoke English was a
crucial question. And, for all Hudsonians,
their ability — or lack thereof — to read and
write was important as well. There was little
or no social net at that time since social security and unemployment insurance were
products of the twenty century. Being out of
work was a serious threat to a family. Many
individuals and their dependents had to survive on whatever money they could earn on
any particular day.
The role of gender was a basic societal
construct. Essentially, all work was seen as
either women’s work or men’s work,
although a handful of occupations were open
to all. Servants could be men, women, or
children. There were male and female teachers but the majority were single women living at home or boarding with another family. Most occupations, however, were closed
to women. Some working-class women had
to ply both paid employment outside the
home and unpaid house work within the
household to help sustain the family.
Relatively few middle-class women worked
for pay but most working-class and middleclass women generally were responsible for
unpaid household work and child care.
Single women were far more likely to work
for pay outside the home but not if they

Fall 2004

came from families of means. Some families
employed a servant within the household,
even in families where the husband was only
a skilled worker. Widespread poverty, the
absence of a minimum wage, and high
unemployment rates made that financially
possible since board and room was better
than life on the streets.
Native-born white middle- and upperclass men had the greatest variety of occupations open to them and the most money
Essentially all professionals — engineers,
dentists, physicians, druggists, teachers,
lawyers and judges–fell into that category. I
found only one lawyer listed who was born
in England. There was also a large business
community and so there were owners of
restaurants, grocery stores, shoe factories.
breweries, hotels, et cetera. And, there were
railroad superintendents, hay, coal, wool,
and lumber merchants, as well as bankers
and merchants of a variety of kinds, including small shops selling clothing–and cloth —
hardware, books, shoes, stoves, tin, stationary, and so many other goods. There were
also distillers, bookkeepers, accounts, railroad agents, a sheriff, and a post master.
Many white men owned real estate and personal property worth between a few hundred
and many thousands of dollars. Some were
worth more than fifty thousands dollars.
Richard I. Wells, aged 69, was a lawyer living
with his family in the 1st Ward. He said he
owned real estate worth $240,000 and personal property worth $30,000, making him
evidently the richest man in Hudson. Robert
W. Evans, the brewer, who was 40, said his
real estate (including the brewery evidently?)
was worth $25,000 and his personal property was worth $15,000. George H. Power,
who was 42 and a Superintendent of the
H.and B. railroad, lived in the 3rd Ward
with his wife, six children, and two female

A barber and wig shop of the 1860s.

servants. The latter were both born in
Ireland. Power had real estate, he claimed,
valued at $27,130 and personal property valued at $59.000.
The occupations of native-born, white,
working-class men were very diverse as well.
There were dozens and dozens of skilled and
unskilled jobs open to them, may of which
disappeared by the twentieth- or twentiethfirst centuries. So, there were men working
as undertakers, mail carriers, clerks, news
agents, couriers, shoemakers and shoe dealers, tin peddlers, telegraph operators, bank
cashiers, glass makers, firemen, constables,
blacksmiths, stove mounters, machinists,
hatters, butchers, bakers and candle stick
makers, confectioners, gardeners, paper
hangers, painters, white washers (those who
painted buildings and other structures with
white wash), gas fitters, ice merchants, fishermen, crockery dealers, weavers, tailors, and
pattern makers, and jewelers—among others. A host of jobs were connected with particular sectors of he economy. For example,
in transportation, whether on land or on
water, there were wagon and carriage makers,
carriage trimmers, stage drivers, teamsters,
railroad conductors, freighters, express
agents, carmen, mariners and sailors, riggers,
sail makers, and boatmen. In the buildings
trades, there were carpenters, coopers,
founders, caulkers, masons, boiler makers,
brick makers, and moulders.
The hundreds and hundreds of men and
women who came to Hudson — most
notably the Irish — from may countries, most
especially Europe, must have had a very hard
time finding work. This was very true for
those whose mother tongue was not English.
The majority of these men were relegated to
unskilled jobs, most commonly as laborers
and servants. Many workers lived a hand-tomouth existence because they probably

A shoemaker’s establishment of the 1860s.
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There were a host of racist categories in the nineteenth century…
worked as day laborers and took whatever
work they could find, including seasonal work
and odd jobs of all kinds. Snow shoveling in
winter would be a good example. These workers were the most vulnerable to economic
downturns. Some immigrants, who perhaps
came to this country already trained as skilled
workers, would find it easier to get a job. A
limited number of skilled workers, I should
add, whether native born or immigrants,
could afford to buy a small house.
Women who worked for pay outside the
home had very few occupations open to
them. What work that was available to
women was mostly unskilled and low-paying
and such jobs were held by poor women. So,
many women who had to work were live-in
servants and domestics in homes and establishments like hotels and boarding houses in
the city. In the main, only received board
and room. Other occupations we associate
with women in our time were filled by men.
In the 1860s, clerks, for example, were men.
It was not until the last three or four decades
of the nineteenth century that the so-called
“pink collar ghetto” emerged because of the
invention of the telegraph, the telephone,
and type writers. Then women could
become clerks, secretaries, typists, and telephone and telegraph operators. And, by the
latter part of the century, women could also
work as sales clerks in shops and department
stores. In 1860 women also worked as washer women, tailoresses, seamstresses, dress
makers, and a few women in Hudson were
shoe binders. Educated, mostly educated
women, could be teachers and nurses. An
educated woman might also be a governess.
There were some rich women in Hudson.
Many were older. Perhaps they inherited
their money from their families or deceased
husbands. Some rich widowers evidently
remarried and their money was probably an
incentive to some males with less money.
Anna Barnard was 68 and she reported that
she had a personal estate worth $15,000.
Her husband, Robert A. Barnard, said he was
the President of the H. & R. Bank. His real
estate was valued at $14,000 and his personal estate was worth $70,000. Rachel D. Van
Rensselaer–a famous family name — was 50
and reported that she had real estate valued
at $5,000 and a personal estate worth
$2,500. She lived with another woman,
Emma A. Burrough, 56. Perhaps they had a
“Boston marriage.” They employed two

female domestics, both born in Ireland. As a
last example, we can look at Elizabeth
Burger, who was 47. She evidently lived with
her two daughters, aged 10 and 25. Ms.
Burger was a dress maker and said she had
real estate worth $5,000 and a personal
estate worth $5,000. We cannot know
whether she earned her money or inherited it
or perhaps both were true.
African Americans in Hudson
There was a rather large African-American
community in Hudson in 1860. In the census they were referred to as blacks. That
community was small enough that it is possible to offer a detailed overview of it. As
Table 1 below shows, there were 261 men,
women, and children in all. I have broken
down the numbers by ward, gender, as well
as adults–twenty-one and older–and children–under twenty-one.
The census also shows that the African
American population was segregated within
the four wards into small enclaves. In the 3rd
Ward, for example, there was only one
African-American family. It was the Anthony
Jackson family and he owned a restaurant.
Mr. Jackson lived with his wife, who did not
work for pay, his twelve-year-old son, and a
female cook He told the census taker that
his building was worth $400 and his personal property had a value of $300. Otherwise,
all the other African Americans in the 3rd
Ward were single and living as servants within white households–some of those workers
were children. Females out-numbered males
in the city by 150 (57.4%) to 111 (42.5%).
African Americans ranged in age from 1
month to 73 years. Four of the oldest men
and women lived in two families. In the 2nd

Ward, John Jackson was 73 and a laborer. He
said his personal property was worth $100
but he did not own real estate. His wife,
Mary, was 63 and they were both born in
New York State. Cornelius Moore was also
73 and his wife Flora was 67; they were both
illiterate. They had no personal property and
boarded evidently with Daniel Punch, his
wife, and their five children. Punch was a
boatman and he claimed his personal property was worth $800.
There were a host of racist categories in
the nineteenth century and so the census
designated (or asked) people if they were
mulattoes. Mulattoes were those individuals
who had one white and one black parent.
Table 2 indicated the number of mulattoes
in Hudson, also broken down by ward and
whether or not they were adults or children
and male or female..
There were also five other people of color
in Hudson, namely, an American Indian
family, headed by a single woman, Mary
Thomas, who was a basket weaver. She and
her four children were all born in Maine. She
was evidently destitute as she owned no real
estate and listed no personal property.
The overwhelming majority of all people
of color living in Hudson in 1860 were born
in New York state or New England. Of the
total of 283 blacks, mulattoes, and
[American] Indians, 250 or 88.3% were
born in New York state. Only one mulatto
was born in South Carolina and one black
was born in Alabama. Two blacks were born
outside the United States, one in the
Bahamas and one in England. Otherwise,
twelve were born in Massachusetts, five in
Pennsylvania, five in Maine–the native
Americans mentioned previously — three in

TABLE 1
AFRICAN AMERICANS IN HUDSON IN 1860 (N = 261)
Adult
Males

Males
under 21

Adult
Females

Females
under 21

TOTAL

1st Ward

4

8

4

10

26

2nd Ward

28

18

31

22

99

3rd Ward

2

3

10

3

18

4th Ward

31

17

39

31

118

TOTAL

65

46

84

66

261
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TABLE 2
MULATTOES IN HUDSON IN 1860 (N = 17)
Adult
Males

Males
under 21

Adult
Females

Females
under 21

TOTAL

1st Ward

1

0

2

0

3

2nd Ward

1

3

2

3

9

3rd Ward

0

1

0

0

1

4th Ward

1

0

2

1

4

TOTAL

3

4

6

4

17

Connecticut, and three in New Jersey. The
birthplace of one African American, fiftyseven year old Sarah Newkirk, a servant, was
unknown. Thus the birthplaces demonstrate
that there was yet no migration of southern
African Americans to the North as there
would be in the late nineteenth and into the
twentieth centuries — not surprisingly given
the existence of slavery. Finally, it should be
stressed that the 283 people of color represented 3.94% of the population of Hudson
as a whole.
The overwhelming majority of people of
color plied unskilled occupations and only a
few owned property. The most vulnerable to
reiterate a point made earlier—were those
who were single and worked as servants in
white peoples’ homes or businesses (for
example, hotels and boarding houses).
Essentially all of those servants reported that
they had no personal property of any value.
There were, of course, many poor white people in the same category, especially among
the Irish but also among native born whites.
In many homes it was not uncommon to
find an Irish and an African-American servant. Table 3 examines the occupations of

the 283 people of color in 1860.
Unfortunately, as noted earlier, the census
does not tell us anything about incomes or
rates of unemployment among African
Americans or the population as a whole.
Nonetheless, the occupations listed do provide some important insights on the employment patterns of African Americans.
There are a number of important conclusions can be drawn from this data in Table 3.
Occupations for people of color were obviously very limited in 1860. That was true of
work that was available to males or females.
And, most of that work was unskilled and
low paying. Without a minimum wage, poor
people and people of color surely had to take
whatever work they could get at whatever
wage. There were many poor white people as
well, including hundreds and hundreds of
poor Irish immigrants. And, as of true of
work as a whole, gender shaped the work
available to African Americans.
A small number of African Americans
owned property, twenty-one in all. Five
women owned real estate and sixteen men.
The richest African American male was
Garret Deyo, who was 35. He reported that

A printing and bookbinding establishment 1860s.

he had real estate worth $3,000 and a personal estate worth $1,000. He was a hairdresser and lived with his wife and three children. He also had two barber apprentices,
aged 15 and 16, boarding with his family
and the only African American school
teacher in Hudson, Catherine Benjamin,
who was 19. Betsy Rogers, who was 40, was
the richest African American woman in
Hudson. She was a washerwoman who had
property worth $1,000 and a personal estate
of $30. She lived with Elias Johnson, a 44
year old laborer, who said he had real estate
worth $250 and a personal estate worth $25.
By contrast, most African Americans were
dirt poor or had very little personal property,
not surprising, given the employment open
to them.
Conclusion
Hudson was a remarkably vibrant small city
in 1860 with a rather diverse population by
American standards at that time. There were
many, many business and commercial establishments in the City in 1860. Yet it was a
place which was very different from what
Hudson has become in the early twenty-first
century. Without social security, unemployment insurance, or other societal agencies to
help the poor, there was widespread poverty
in the City. And yet there were many middleclass people as well. Many were employed in
business or the professions. which largely
hired white, native-born, male workers only.
A host of jobs were also open to working-class
men and a wide variety of occupations were
available to skilled workers. Most women did
not work for pay outside the home and those
that did mostly had unskilled work open to
them. Being a teacher was one of the few jobs
open to educated working- and middle-class
women. We can assume the teaching profession did not pay terribly well. .Hudson also

A tavern or saloon of the 1860s.
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Page 5 of “SCHEDULE 1,” listing “Free Inhabitants in the 1st Ward, City of Hudson, in the County of Columbia, State of New York,” dated
June 12th, 1860. Data collected included “the name of every person…,” description as to age, sex, and color and profession or occupation of persons
over 15 years of age. The census also collected information as to the value of real and personal estates, and place of birth, “naming the State,
Territory, or Country.” This page lists persons born in New York, Massachusetts, Connecticut — and Ireland. Inhabitants were asked to provide
information about marital status, schooling, and persons over 20 years of age “who can not read and write.” Lastly, space on the schedule is provided
to note “Whether deaf and dumb, blind, insane, idiotic, pauper, or convict.”
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TABLE 3
OCCUPATIONS OF PEOPLE OF COLOR IN HUDSON IN 1860
(N = 283)
Adult
Males

Males
under 21

Adult
Females

Females
under 21

Barber (2)
Barber App. (2) Basket Maker (1) School Teacher (1)
Boatman (4)
Boatman (1)
Cook (1)
Servant (15)
Carman (2)
Laborer (1)
Domestic (3)
Tailoress (1)
Clothier (1)
Servant (4)
Dress Maker (1) Washerwoman (1)
Cook S.B. (1) Waiter L.B. (1)
Laborer (1)
Domestic (1)
Servant (15)
Farm Laborer (7)
Stewardess (1)
Hairdresser (1)
Tailoress (1)
Laborer (33)
Washerwoman (11)
Pantryman S.B. (1)
Porter (1)
Restaurant [Owner?] (1)
Servant (2)
Shoemaker (1)
Steward (1)
Waiter S.B. (4)
White Washer (1)
TOTAL 64 (94.1%)

9 (17.3%)

35 (38.4%)

18 (25%)

Fall 2004
had a sizeable population of women and men
of color, largely African Americans, most of
whom were native born. Though they lived
in all four wards, they were largely segregated
into small enclaves within neighborhoods.
A number of African Americans living in
Hudson in 1860 eventually went off to fight
in the civil war, including — among others
— Charles Whitford, a married 30-year-old
laborer, George Wilson, a married 27-yearold laborer, Samuel Jackson, who was 17 and
a laborer, and Thomas E. Platner, a servant,
who was 16 in 1860 and working in a household of three white teachers. These four men
fought in the first black regiment, the 54th
Regiment of Massachusetts, depicted in the
1989 film, “Glory.” Platner was a musician,
incorrectly portrayed in the film
as a young “mute” drummer boy from
Massachusettss. (I am grateful to Marcella
Beigel of BLACC, Black Legacy Association,
Columbia County, for helping me identify
these men.)
Notes
1.The Federal census records are generally available in libraries, archives, historical
societies, and even court houses, including
the Columbia County Courthouse in
Hudson. I used the census on a disc from
Heritage Quest. It is the 1860 census of
Columbia County, “M653-738” and costs
around $20. One cannot do searches of it
but there is a list of all the names which has
been added and one can search that list but
there are many mistakes in it.
2.See [Captain] Franklin Ellis, History of
Columbia County, New York, with
Illustrations and Biographical Sketches of
Some of Its Prominent Men and Pioners
(Philadelphia: Everts & Ensign [Press of J.
B. Lippincott & Co.], 1878), p. 202. There
have been two reprints (facsimile copies],
one printed by Sachem Press in Old
Chatham, NY in 1974 and the one I have in
my possession, printed by Twelfth Night
Bindery in Stuyvesant, NY in 1985. ★
Map caption here

The 8th Census of the United States in 1860 reported a total
of 31,443,321 persons, of which 3,953, 760 were slaves.
New York State had 3,880,735 inhabitants.
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Slave owners anxious to halt the growing attempts to escape by
their slaves, offered large rewards for the capture and return of the
runaways. Advertisements were published in newspapers and posted
in public places with descriptions and drawings of the slaves. The
chance to profit from the rewards gave rise to individuals who made
it a profession to hunt fugitive slaves, and in addition, to capture free
blacks to be illegally sold to unscrupulous slave dealers. In their
defense, free blacks formed organizations which became known as
vigilance committees and which provided aid, shelter and transport
to fugitive slaves. These committees were to create the “underground
railroad.” The New York Committee of Vigilance, located in New
York City, was the first important vigilance committee. This all-black
group was organized in 1835, and was the model for the underground railroad organizations throughout America. New York City
was to become something of a staging area for underground railroads
in the eastern states.
The Underground Railroad was formed in 1838. This was a time
when actual railroads were quickly becoming a very important part
of American commerce, so the “Underground
Railroad” was organized along the same lines.
The stops along the routes that afforded shelter were know as “stations.” People who
helped the fugitives were called “agents.” In
each locality, the people who supervised
operations were called “conductors.” One of
the most famous persons connected with the
underground railroad was Harriet Tubman who
was a conductor on routes in central New
York. She led several hundred fugitives
north, including her own parents.
Another similarity to the actual railroads was the manner in which the
grids were laid out so that, if a certain
route was not safe at a particular time,
the fugitive could be re-routed to one that was safer.
In eastern New York, the main “railroad” route ran
from New York City north along the western side of
the Hudson river to Albany/Troy, with a “spur line”
from Troy to Bennington, Vermont and then
north through Vermont. A western route through
Utica and Syracuse connected with Hudson/Troy.
The Hudson river was used often for transportation
aboard the many vessels trading along its length.
Every other type of transport that could be obtained
— farm wagons, carriages, stagecoaches, etc., —were
used on land.

By Jim Hamilton
Editor’s Note: Jim Hamilton moved to Ghent in 2000 after having been
active in most phases of the marine industry. He is a member of this
magazine’s editorial committee and, as can be seen from this article,
an accomplished writer.
uring the early part of the nineteenth century, strong anti-slavery laws were being enacted and enforced in many countries. In
1833, all slavery was abolished in the British Empire. Canada,
of course, was included in that abolition, although Canada had
already passed its own anti-slavery law in 1793. That same year, the
United States passed the first fugitive slave Law making it illegal to
help a slave escape or to give shelter to a runaway slave. A fine of
$500 was levied against those who were convicted under this law.
Thus, while the practice of slavery was being ended in many places
in the world, the United States was determined to continue slavery.
The economic value of slaves, particularly in the agrarian areas of the
South, was viewed as being high.
During this period of time, there were an increased number
of attempts by slaves to escape bondage, notably the Nat Turner
revolt in 1831, in which Turner led a group of 75 slaves to take
an armory. The revolt failed and Turner lost his life. A more
successful attempt at revolt was the mutiny in which the
Spanish ship Amistad was seized by illegally enslaved
Africans. The ship landed on the Long Island coast.
The Spaniards went to court to recover the Africans.
However, the Africans were successfully defended
by John Quincy Adams before the Supreme Court
which
ruled
in 1840 that a slave who escapes
illegal bondage is free. The Africans
returned to Africa. Unfortunately,
the slaves in America could not
be considered illegally enslaved.
American laws were directed in
favor of the slave owners. As a
group, Quakers were the first
to speak out against slaver
in America. The Philadelphia
Abolition Society, a Quaker
organization, with Benjamin
Franklin as a leading member,
had been established in 1775.
One of the first organized
slave escapes took place in
Virginia in 1786 with assistance from Quakers.

D

Did the Underground Railroad
Run Through Columbia County?
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Columbia County has been said to have been part of the route of the Underground
Railroad, with stations located in many of the old homes still exisiting in the county.
most counties. In the years before 1827, many slaves had been freed,
and most chose to remain where they were born.
Columbia County has been said to have been part of the route of
the Underground Railroad, with stations located in many of the old
homes still exisiting in the county. The county had been settled by
Quaker seamen in Hudson and their descendants had established
Quaker meetings in Ghent and Chatham as well as Hudson. There
were many individuals from the county lobbying for abolition: John
T. Hogeboom of Ghent, Joseph Pell and William Green of Hudson,
and Aaron Powell, a Quaker from Chatham. These were some of the
more prominent anti-slavery advocates.
Thus, Columbia County had some anti-slavery sentiment which
would indicate that the area saw Underground Railroad activity.
However, the fact is that the main routes ran on the western side of
the Hudson River and, so far, there is no solid evidence that any of
the suspected houses and other buildings in the county were actually Underground Railroad stations. However, there are sites in southern Albany County, on the eastern side of the Hudson river, that have
proven to have been stations. So, we have evidence on both sides of
the question. Where does that leave the county? Did it have
Underground Railroad activity? The best answers seem to be, at this
time: perhaps or quite possibly. To a determined and knowledgeable
researcher, it would appear to be a very interesting subject to
investigate. ★

Just as regular railroads, the Underground Railroad had communication systems. The more obvious were the placement of lanterns
in different locations and in different numbers, mimicking bird calls
and other animal noises to indicate danger or safe passage. However,
the most creative and intriguing was the use of quilts to impart all
manner of information. The sight of a quilt hung over a clothes line
or out a window was as common and innocent as could be imagined.
These quilts conveyed messages from the ways in which they were
constructed. The blocks, taken from West African tribal geometric
and abstract art, as well as the stitching, were meaningful to those
with the knowledge to de-code them.
There have been classes in the Adult Education Program of
Chatham High School teaching the making of these quilts and how
the cloth blocks had different coded meanings and how they were
used in guiding the escapees.
The success of the Underground Railroad was such that, in 1850,
the second Fugitive Slave Law passed. The new law strengthened the
1793 law by the change from state to federal jurisdiction. This law
caused many blacks who had escaped from the slave states and settled in the northern states to make a mass exodus to Canada.
Slavery in New York was ended in 1827. Prior to that year, the
eastern down-state counties had widespread slavery and, of course,
somewhat less sympathy for abolition organizations than the areas
north of Albany. However, there were active anti-slavery groups in
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“There is certainly little of the Christmas spirit here except a few lonley soldiers singing carols to buoy up our spirits.”

How did Hudson face its first Christmas in the Civil War?
A review of the Hudson Star of 1861 does not indicate any enthusiastic support of the war effort. In his editorial columns Editor Webb
“Is Hudson’s patriotic spirit dead? Have they forgotten about its
commended President Lincoln for his statement, “We will stand fast”
soldiers called to duty? Here we are at a camp in Virginia with litdespite reports of Union reverses along the Missouri and in Kentucky.
tle to do and I’m worried that my family is properly being cared
Hudson was more preoccupied with an early winter snow storm
for, after I was called up to serve the colors of my country.”
which brought a strong admonition from the Common Council—
“All sleighs are required to have bells and drivers must beware of our
oes the concern written in this letter 143 years ago children in the streets. There have been too many horses flying down
by Pvt. George Holliday sound familiar? His Warren Street at 2.40 gait.” There was good skating on local ponds,
anguish maybe similar to that of present day soldiers and a number of parties were planned for the holidays.
serving in far distant places. Pvt. Holliday was not looking forward to
There were few Christmas advertisements in The Star as in 1861
a Merry Christmas in 1861. Along with a number of other volunteers, the great Christian holiday had not reached the state of advanced
he had left Hudson on May 1861, as a member of the Columbia
commercialization. R. B. Shepard made known that his empoRifles commended by Captain W. H. Seymour. On December 16,
rium opposite the Farmers’ Bank was offering
1861 he wrote a letter to Alexander Webb, Editor of the
“French and German toys, China, Silver Plates and
Hudson Star, pouring out the perennial
Spoons, all at regular prices despite hard times.”
lament of fighting men through the ages.
P. S. Wynkoop announced that his store would
Bivouacked at Miner’s Hill,
provide, “A Merrie Christmas for All, with gift
Virginia with Company K,
books, Bibles, prayer books, games, pictures
14th Regiment, New York
and fancy boxes.”
Volunteers, he took pen in
“Every Sabbath School in the city is to
hand and wrote in part
have its Christmas tree” Editor Webb
“When I joined the Coobserved, “and many of the chillumbia Rifles, the Hudson
dren will receive a beautiful doll
Volunteer Fund had raised
or fancy games.”
$3,500 for the care of my
On December 23, 1861,
family, and I was promised
again 143 years ago, the 91st
that they would be proRegiment, which included
vided for until my enlistmany Columbia County solment expired. For a while
diers, left Albany under the
my wife received $3.50 a
command of Colonel Wynkoop
week and today I learned
for Governors Island New
in a letter that all allotYork, but at least three men in
ments have been disconthe colonel’s command
tinued. Is the patriotic
never got beyond Hudson.
spirit of Hudson dead?
The Hudson Star issue of
Can it be my neighbors
December 24 notes “Three
have turned “Secesh?”
deserters from the 91st Regiment
There is certainly little
were arrested here this morning
of the Christmas spirit
and made considerable resisthere except a few lonely
ance. They were threatened with
soldiers singing a few carcold lead and finally taken to the
ols to buoy up our spirits,
jail where they will be properly
but our thoughts are always Thomas Nast, the influential 19th-century New York artist, is largely responsible punished.” There was little other
of family and of home.”
note of military activity except an
for our modern vision of Santa Claus, shown here in an 1860s engraving.
Taken by Jim Eyre from an article in The Chatham Courier –
December 17, 1961 By Albert .S. Callan
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advertisement which parried this question in bold type…
As it appeared in the Kinderhook Rough Notes
Thursday, May 11, 1854 Volume 1, No. 5

Is it possible any soldier can be so foolish as to
leave Hudson without a supply of Holloway’s Pills
and Ointment?… The best relief for stomach
disorders, bile, fever and scurvy.

The American’s Friend!
Holloway’s Pills
To the Citizens of the United States:

The day before Christmas Hudson was also plagued by a sudden
invasion of counterfeit 25 cent pieces “of excellent quality.” This
item took precedence over the national news which noted that
“Rebel forces have been set back severely in skirmishes along the
Potomac.” There was also a question in the minds of many if Great
Britain and France might not enter the side of the Confederacy but
a calm voice in the White House repeated on Christmas Eve… “We
will stand fast.”
A Light snow dusted the streets of Hudson on Christmas Day.
The river boat Oregon had trouble docking at Catskill because of the
ice and rivermen surmised this might be the last run before the
spring of 1862. City Hall was aglow Christmas Day Night as
Hudson ladies and gentlemen bedecked in holiday attire attended “A
Panorama of the War” which depicted in paintings “graphic views of
Washington, Alexandria, Harper’s Ferry, camp scenes and engagements of our forces on land and sea.” Editor Web attended the display and later noted, “great cheers rent the hall when brilliant lights
shone on a painting of Ellsworth’s New York Fire Zouaves departing
for the front.”
Those attending the display excitedly chatted about the forthcoming visit to Hudson of the Honorable Edward Everett, a former
Secretary of State in Fillmore’s cabinet who would lecture on “The
Character of the War.” The address would be sponsored by the city’s
Franklin Library Association.
Christmas passed and the war between the States was almost a forgotten issue. No one took up the cudgel for poor Private Holliday
who continued to worry about his family while on the picket line
in Viginia.
It looked as if Hudson might have truly lost its patriotic spirit but
the flames of patriotism were not extinguished. Working quietly
through county townships was a young Army officer, David Cowles,
who was raising volunteers for the Columbia-Dutchess 128th
Regiment. Then, in September 1862, when the boys from Columbia
County would answer the call to arms, would Hudson really give
vent to its love of country and of flag. ★

I most humbly and sincerely thank you for the
immense patronage which you have bestowed
upon my Pills. I take this opportunity of stating that my ancestors were all American
Citizens, and that I entertain for all that concerns America and the Americans, the most
lively sympathies, so much that I originally
compounded these Pills expressly to suit your
climate, habits, constitutions and manner of
living, intending to establish myself among
you, which I have done, by taking premises in
New York.
Thomas Holloway
38, Corner of Ann and Nassau Streets, New York.
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Book Review:

The Island at the Center of the World
By Jim Eyre

By Russell Shorto

cal pressures extant in the Netherlands and Europe at the time. Better
yet, he writes his history in an easy style that is completely understandable and more than that — highly enjoyable. In fact, the book is
an adventure chock full of rogues, rascals, leaders, scholars and as wide
a host of unusual characters as one might find in any first rate novel.
Of many, there are two main characters singled out. One is Peter
Stuyvesant — a peg-legged, stubborn,
narrow-minded, discriminating tyrant
on one hand, and on the other a principled family man, military leader, and
acute statesman. His adversary — up to
now forgotten by history and more the
hero of the story — is a man by the
name of Adriaen van der Donck who
is far more democratic in his view of
how the colony should be managed.
He is a man who the author feels deserving to be ranked as “an early American
prophet, a forerunner of the Revolutionary generation.” ★

U

p to now we thought we knew mostly everything about our
beginnings in New York. Forget about that! In 1960 12,000
pages of centuries-old documents written in Old Dutch were
discovered by a New York State Library archivist. In 1973, funded
through the efforts of ex-Governor
Rockefeller, a scholar and Dutch linguist by the name of Charles Gehring
began the deciphering of the texts that
would lead to a reappraisal of all
that had been surmised. Surmised —
because heretofore very few written
records of the Dutch settlement of the
island of Manhattan — then named
Manathans — were known to exist.
Thus much of its early history prior to
the takeover by the English was pure
conjecture. Now, more than thirty years
and sixteen volumes of translation later,
Dr. Charles Gehring is still hard at
work on what is named The New
Netherland Project and he still has a
few volumes to go.
Working closely with Dr. Gehring
and other sources, author Russell
Shorto has accomplished the amazing
feat of writing a book that puts newly
known facts together about the settling
of Manhattan and the establishment of
a international trading port against a
clearly defined background of existing
religious, mercantile, social, and politi-

This is a book that every scholar and
lover of American history should read.
It is particularly important to the understanding of New York State history and
has impact upon that of the Hudson
Valley and Columbia County. Published
by Doubleday, it is already available at
most bookstores and has received high
acclaim. You may also purchase it at the
Columbia County Historical Museum
in Kinderhook.

A Columbia County tradition since 1961

Arthur Lee of Red Rock, Inc.
215 COUNTY ROUTE 24
EAST CHATHAM NY 12060
TEL: (518) 392-9144 • FAX: 392-9155
www.arthurlee.com

Specializing in historic properties
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By Theodore Robinson of Germantown
Editor’s Note: Taken and edited by Jim Eyre
from an article written by W.V. Miller for the
Black Legacy Association Columbia County
(BLACC) with permission.of their Director,
Marcella Beigel. The article has also been
revised and updated with information from
an article submitted by Mary Faherty
Sansaricq.

T

oday we are extremely sensitive to
labels particularly when it comes to
the color of skin or race. Some of the
dark complexioned are not offended when
referred to as colored. When interviewed
they explain “because we come in many colors”. Others dislike the term “AfroAmerican” preferring to be “American” and
“black.” When in this article we use the word
“colored,” we use it with great respect. In
units such as the 54th Massachusetts
Regiment, the New York 20th, 26th, 31st
Regiments and the 39th Regiment,
Company K, United States Colored Troops
(USCT), respect was earned and won the
hard way.
This is a story about an important and
beloved county man from Germantown who
was important both because he was
black and because he was a literate
and heroic non-commissioned officer in the Union Army. His name
was Theodore Robinson. Perhaps it
was the excitement, in February
1861,of President Lincoln’s inaugural train passing through Hudson
with cheering crowds and cannonades or perhaps it was an
indomitable strength of mind and
body belonging to these fine young
Hudson River men that urged them
to answer the call and give “the full
measure of devotion” to freedom’s
cause.
Theodore Robinson was born in
1839 to free parents Horace and
Sally Ann Robinson in New York
City (some records spell the name
Robison) and moved with his family to Germantown shortly thereafter. He grew to be a good six-foot
tall, an upstanding young man and
devout Christian. He was well
schooled by his parents and known
to be a hard worker of many skills
laboring on local farms from “can
see” in the morning until “can’t see
at night.” He must also have been a

A Good
Neighbor
and
Comrade
in Arms
The transition from slave to soldier was dramatic.
Field music was still an importnat means of communicating orders and maneuvers in the Civil War.
Although there were drummers and buglers who
were boys or young teenagers, these important roles
were filled mainly by adult men. Musicians sometimes helped wounded soldiers during battle.
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careful and thrifty man for in the1850s he
purchased Germantown’s Parsonage from a
black cobbler by the name of Henry Person
who had made the building his home since
the 1840s.
It was not until late in the Civil War, after
the Emancipation Act in September of 1862
that colored young men in the north were
officially allowed to serve freedom’s cause. In
March 1863 the Government began to call
up young blacks from northern states. In
July 1863 brutal race riots broke out in New
York City protesting the drafting and enlistment of blacks and many were killed. The
riots spread to other cities such as Troy where
some three or four hundred workmen in the
Rensselaer Iron Foundry and the Albany
Nail Works marched through the streets and
threatened to burn a colored church. This
was all to change once the brave young black
soldiers proved their ability as fighters when
properly led and supplied.
In the final months of the war, the number of black troops in the Union Army was
larger than the entire Confederate Army.
The casualty rate for soldiers of color was
18% compared to 13% for the Union Army
as a whole. In an article from the Hudson
Daily Star, an army war correspondent
accompanying the 26th Colored
Regiment which had some soldiers
who served from Columbia County
at Bloody Ridge in Beaufort, South
Carolina wrote: “I will add my testimony to that of those whoever
that the Negro will fight. They went
forward on the charge steady and
cool. They have proven their manhood. They can show their enemies
in New York State that they can
fight. The war will not take home
half so glorious a record as the 26th
Colored Regiment can take home
with it after being out only 5
months.” And as Frederick Douglas
affirmed: “Once let the black man
get upon his person the brass letters,
U.S., let him get an eagle on his
button, and a musket on his shoulder, and bullets in his pocket, and
there is no power on earth which
can deny that he has earned the
right to citizenship in the United
States.”
The lot of the colored soldier in
the army was said to have been an
anomalous one. He was with the
army but set aside in separate
groups and looked upon with
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“Once let the black man get upon his person the brass letters, U.S.,
let him get an eagle on his button, and a musket on his shoulder, and
bullets in his pocket… there is no power on earth which can deny
that he has earned the right to citizenship in the United States.”
Methodist Episcopal Church. Robinson was a leader and known for
displaying an above average and keen intelligence at church meetings.
He continued in his farm work, joined river fishing crews on the river
and became a welcome member of ice harvesting crews — taking part
in one of the area’s leading winter industries.
There is a story told about an incident on the ice. Every noon the
entire gang would congregate in one of the upper rooms of the ice
house to eat lunch. As is often the case in such groupings merry banter leads to sport at someone or another’s expense. Always on the
sidelines, Theodore, a very strong six-foot patient man would sit and
watch with amusement. But when things began to get out of hand,
he would point a forefinger and say: “Boys, this has gone far
enough.” On one occasion a strapping young sprout who considered
himself a match for just about anyone took offense at Robinson’s
warning of “time to call a halt” and took a swing at him. Theodore
calmly picked him up by the collar and held him there until the
young fellow was thoroughly convinced.
In the autumn of 1906 Theodore had been working on the
Samuel Sheffer farm. The corn crop on the farm had been cut and
the stalks drawn to the barn where they would be chopped for cattle

askance by seasoned whites. He was proud to serve under whites but
reluctant to accept orders from those of his own color. Their lot was
also a particularly dangerous one. It was well known that if captured
the colored could have their ears cropped off before being returned
to Union lines and be considered lucky to escape so easily. Or, they
could be returned to slavery.
It was with full knowledge of these facts that Theodore Robinson
enlisted early in 1864 and served with the Union Forces as one of the
4,125 colored troops from the State of New York. Robinson became
a member of Company K of the 39th Regiment organized at
Baltimore, Maryland in March 1864 with whom he served until
mustered out of service on December 4, 1865. During that time he
experienced enough of war and fighting to last any man a lifetime
and was promoted to the rank of Corporal. He was cited for bravery.
It was said by some that he had been wounded as he secretly carried
a message to a northern commander during the expedition against
Fort Fisher. His unit saw service in many areas but prominent among
them were actions at Fortress Monroe, Deepbottom, and Fort Fisher.
Sometime after his return home, a war hero, Theodore Robinson
married Mary Louisa Stackhouse. They would have four children and
become worthy members of the Germantown community and of the

Continued on page 30
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Who Was
Mariette Richmond?
By Jim Eyre

T

he mid nineteenth century was a time for serious question
and debate about so many of our social attitudes and institutions. Among them and most important were slavery and
women’s rights. Each state, county and town had their own advocates and abolitionists, antagonists and protagonists and there were
many activists on every side. In politics Lincoln was called the “Tall
Sucker” and his adversary, Stephen A. Douglas “the Little Giant.”
Opponents referred to “Honest Abe” as “a long, lean, lantern jawed
rail splitting stallion” or better yet “a plain thief, liar, perjurer, robber and swindler.” Yes, the issues divided the country then as they
do today. Sometimes the language and tactics were even worse.
The Hudson Opera House was the stage for many a debate and/or
oration on the issue of slavery and state’s rights. The same was true in
opera houses and meeting halls in Chatham, Valatie and many other
county towns. Hudson had a group that raised money during meetings on a street corner to pay off the bounties offered for escaped slaves
in attempts to prevent their return to their owners.
In Columbia County there was particularly strong voice being
raised against slavery and for the rights of women. The voice
belonged to a woman now long forgotten but well known in county and country in her day. Her name is Mariette Richmond (She
sometimes called herself Mary Etta) born to James and Phebe Terry
Richmond of Claverack on September 8, 1817. She died at her
Claverack home on April 24, 1890. She never married and is buried
with her family in their plot in the Dutch Reformed Church
Cemetery in that town.
Not much is written about Mariette. We suspect that she may
have been educated at the Claverack Academy as one of the first
students in 1831 when the Rev. William Mahon was the
Principal. Certainly during her life in Claverack she was well
known to the Claverack College and Hudson River Institute into
which that school grew. She was most certainly known and a
friend to many of the professors and students there. While they
may not all have approved of her opinions and actions, that they
admired her, is shown by the following tribute written by one of
them and published after her death in a May 15, 1890 edition of
the Chatham Courier:
The Late Mariettte Richmond
An Associate of Wendell Phillips and
William Lloyd Garrison in Slavery Times
The funeral of the late Mariette Richmond at her home in
Claverack will remind many in this county of her former
work in the causes of anti-slavery and the advancement of
women. The remarks of President Arthur Flack regarding her
advanced ideas and George T. Powell’s reminiscences of her
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visits at his father’s house where she was wont to meet with
Wendell Phillips, Garrison and other reformers, all serve to
bring up afresh the advances made in public sentiment during the past few years.
Should we go back now to the institution of slavery the
charge would be a shock to us, but it would exist today had
not certain individuals been called and baptized of God to he
peculiar work of antagonizing public sentiment. Miss
Richmond possessed he strong mind needed for this work.
“Open thy mouth in the cause of the dumb” was her text,
and she did open it. She appeared on the platforms in various places in our state. It was an innovation for a woman so
to do, but she was independent of the false traditions of the
day concerning women’s ‘sphere’. She asserted the right of
women to decide that sphere for herself. The false logic and
the injustice which would assign another’s position, she met
with a ready wit. “Ought women be allowed to vote?” was
asked. “Ought men be allowed to prevent them?” was the
logic of her answer. With equal justice might women attempt
to define the sphere of men. “They are to dig, to sow and
reap, to cut down forests, build for us dwellings, thus far shall
they go and no further, but shall we allow them to sell pins
and needles, keep millinery stores or teach the cutting of
ladies’ dresses?”
While the hands of our friend were ever busy in deeds of
kindness for others, she yet found inspiration in communing
with her favorite authors, statesmen and philanthropists. She
was a worker for temperance a vital national issue. Such a
spirit will tell. The work will go on though he workers be forgotten, until
“Some day our ear shall hear the song;
of triumph over sin and wrong.
George F. Stark
Editor’s note: George Stark came to Claverack College from
Spencertown. Although he aspired to the Christian Ministry,
he was highly gifted with artistic ability. A reporter for the Hudson
Register gave this statement of high praise to a painting of his, shown
at an exhibition, entitled The Arab Patrol: “In my judgment
Frederick Remington never put more life and action into horses
and their riders than Stark in his picture of the warlike riders and
their charging steeds.” Stark failed in health and in his ambition
to become a clergyman and died in early manhood. ★
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IF WAR WAS TOUGH...

PR I S O N
WA S H E L L
Incarcerated at Salisbury, North Carolina
1864 that Private Charles H. Hover of Germantown, found himself standing picket watch about two miles from his unit’s camp and
close to the enemy line. The night had been quiet but towards dawn
musket firing broke out again quickly becoming very heavy. He
could not know that General Sheridan who been had returning
from Washington had just completed a 20 mile dash on horseback
from Winchester to rally his troops back into the field to renew the
smash toward the rebel lines and a stunning victory. Told not to
abandon their picket positions, Pvt. Hover was not surprised when
an officer rode up in Union blue told his group to fall back upon
the reserve. They had hardly started back toward their lines when
they were approached by a line of men in blue overcoats. The familiar blue color gave the men every right to assume that the men were
Union soldiers. It was too late when they realized that they had
been duped by rebels in disguise. Their capture ended Pvt. Charles
H. Hover’s fighting in the field but it was the beginning of another
battle — his fight for life as a prisoner of war.
The battle raged on and the prisoners were marched to the rear
amid chaos as Union forces pressed bravely onward and the Rebels
broke into a confused mass of retreating stragglers. The prisoners
were forced to march double time leaving Cedar Creek at about
five in the afternoon and not stopping before 10 a.m. the
next morning. When complaining of the pace they were
told it was their own fault as the Yanks were pressing
close behind. They were to be marched for another 24
hours and told they were being taken to a place called
Hell. No food was issued for 40 hours and when it was
doled out it came as flour which mixed with water
was raw dough. After three days they reached
Staunton, Virginia where they were fed two
crackers each and after these were hastily consumed the rebels tossed the remaining crackers
on the ground to watch the prisoners scramble — just to see the fun. Finally they were
entrained with other prisoners on the
Staunton, Gordonsville and Richmond
Railroad — 60 men to a car — with a
destination of Richmond where Pvt.
Hover and a greater portion of the captives were housed in that building whose name always comes to
mind whenever Civil War Bastilles are mentioned — Libby Prison.

Edited by Jim Eyre
Editor’s Note: During the first months of 1961 Walter V. Miller of
the Chatham Courier wrote a series of articles about the famous
128th Regiment, New York Volunteers. The following is excerpted
from those articles and reformatted to describe the rigors and
deprivations of prison life for those incarcerated by the Confederates.
Some of the information in Mr. Miller’s series was taken from letters
written by the late Charles H. Hover of Germantown. We have been
unsuccessful in locating these letters nor any relatives of Mr. Hover.

T

he 128th Regiment comprised of volunteers, most of
them recruited from Columbia and Dutchess counties,
first proved their mettle at the Battle of Port Hudson,
Louisiana in May of 1863 at the cost of many lives. Later in the
spring of 1864 they saw action in Baton-Rouge, Louisiana, twice
at Alexandria, Virginia, and again at the Battle of Mansura Plains
reaching the Mississippi River on May 22nd. Three days later they
found themselves headed for the Atchafalaya River to prevent a
flanking maneuver by the rebels and then they were off to
Morganza where they remained until July 20th.
This hardy, sharp and battle hardened regiment was not to
enjoy a much needed rest. The daring and redoubtable
Confederate General Jubal Early had threatened Washington
itself after defeating the Union troops at the Battle of
Monocacy. The Federal government was determined to end once
and for all further threats against the nation’s capitol.
Monocacy became the rallying point for diverse regiments
to form the XIXth Corps under General “Little Phil”
Sheridan. The 128th was selected to be one of them
moving north to join forces on July 29th.
General Sheridan had been given the job of
cleaning out the rebels from the Shenandoah
Valley and proved himself
well fitted for the job. How
well he succeeded is a
matter of history. His
first move against the
rebels came in August of
1864, with the Battles of Winchester and
Fisher’s Hill leading up to the Battle of Cedar Creek in Virginia.
It was during a lull in this battle on the night of October 18,

Continued on page 22
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This clearing house for
furnished a banquet for
prisoners was in the charge
four starving men. What
of the infamous Major
they could not eat of
Thomas P. Turner, a bitter
the unfortunate canine,
man expelled from West
they sold to others —
Point for forgery. He was
for $20 Confederate. A
said to be the type of man
bone as long as one’s
who would revel in the mishand brought a dollar. It
ery of the inmates and
then could be broken
whose “character showed in
into pieces and boiled to
his face.” Men coming to
make a broth that was
the prison were searched
little better than nothand divested of anything
ing. A spoonful of fat
that might excite Rebel
sometimes served to
avarice. Prisoners had to
keep body and soul toLibby Prison in Richmond, Virginia, seen here c.1865. Formerly a warehouse, Libby prison
wear what they had on gained notoriety as a prison for Union officers. A spectacular escape was staged in 1864, when
gether. After war investiwhen captured, or what 109 prisoners made it out through a tunnel dug in secret.
gations revealed that the
they could strip from the
Confederate Government
dead or get by barter. Rations were small — money? Shelter and food were inadequate had a large warehouse nearby filled with proa pound of corn bread, one gill of rice, a and the prisoners were not permitted to cut visions and corn and pork were plentiful in
pound of meat and very little salt. Oddly wood for themselves.
the nearby town but none of this was spared
enough in the hospital (where conditions
Such was the case when Charles Hover for the prisoners.
were deplorable) rations were even smaller and his group arrived. There would be no
The following quotation taken from Pvt.
— one small piece of bread for breakfast, a tents or food available until the next morn- Hover’s account of his experiences would
tablespoon of rice and a small piece of beef ing. Hungry and bone weary the men were indicate that the ladies of the Confederacy
for dinner and the breakfast allowance told to make themselves comfortable in the could be as indifferent to the suffering and
repeated for supper. Not open-handed gen- wet sticky mud. They spent a wretched first misery of the inmates of the prison pens as
erosity by any means but banquets compared night in the prison yard. At one point in the could the men:
to what the prisoners would receive later.
dark and very early morning Hover narrowOn the third day the prisoners from the ly escaped being shot. Wandering around in
Well dressed women would come now
Cedar Creek engagement were assembled, the darkness to find some modicum of
and then, and from the guards’ platgiven a salted dried codfish to eat and comfort he had come too close to the
form, look down on our suffering and
marched to the Richmond and Danville “Dead Line.” This fateful line was marked
misery as if we were some kind of
railroad where they were again squeezed out by stakes. Any hapless prisoner coming
beasts. I have seen them point out some
into railcars for their next stop — the too close thereto could be summarily shot
poor wretch who was almost naked and
Confederate prison chain in Salisbury, North for any reason what ever without any
laugh at his condition. Men were sufCarolina. Detraining only once near reprisal or question to the guard who did
fering everything they could suffer and
Dansville to drink water from a nearby creek the shooting.
dying by the thousands within a mile of

Wandering around in the darkness to find some modicum
of comfort he had come too close to the “Dead Line.”
to assuage thirst from salted fish and to
relieve themselves, they finally arrived at
Salisbury on the next day and were marched
through a cold, drizzling rain to the prison
known far and wide as “one of the most
loathsome in Rebeldom.”
Early in the war conditions were said not
to have been too bad at Salisbury. Then, after
a series of Rebel victories, came an influx
of some 10,000 prisoners of war. Salisbury
unable adequately to handle the situation
became a den of horror. Rations became
scant and irregular. Communication with
the outside world was cut off. Suffering for
want of food became acute. Bread could be
purchased for $20 per loaf, but who had the

According to Mr. Hover, his winter as an
inmate at Salisbury had to be the worst of his
life. Things reached a pass where men ordinarily of the highest integrity would steal, lie
and cheat to get their comrades share of food.
Hunger silenced the voice of conscience.
Each man would draw about 13 ounces of
corn bread each morning and eat it in about
13 seconds or less and then wait until the
next day for more. At times, an issue of thin
watery soup was given out. Many of the men
had no containers for this and, to avoid the
loss of such a luxury, took off one of their battered shoes to use as a soup plate. Rats and
mice became delicacies, and a hapless dog
that somehow wandered into the stockyard,
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the women’s homes, in the village of
Salisbury, and not one of them raised a
hand to better our condition.
Burial of the dead was a grisly task.
Bodies would be taken to the dead house
and there stripped of everything that might
be of use to the living. There was no clothing issued by the prison. After the bodies
had been stripped, a rough wagon drawn
by four mules would be summoned and
loaded with as many bodies as it would
hold. This ghastly load would then be
drawn to a trench dug by the prisoners and
dumped therein. In such manner 11,000
Union men died and were buried at
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Salisbury — 7,000 of them while Pvt. Hover
forms with Old Glory proudly floating overwas a prisoner there.
head was one that the ragged half starved men
It was dangerous to go out in some sechad been praying for through the long months
tions of the prison enclosure after dark. Men
of their captivity and was their assurance that
were robbed by their fellow prisoners of
their long ordeal was over.
about every thing that could be taken from
These men bore little resemblance to the
them. Any loose articles, such as shoes (if not
soldiers who had entered Salisbury the previous
being worn), haversack or pails had to be
autumn. What was left of their coats and shirts
securely anchored to one’s person or they
ended at their elbows; their pants at their knees.
would be stolen at the first opportunity.
They sported six months’ growth of hair and
Such conditions could only give added
were horribly emaciated. After reaching Union
impulse to the natural urge to escape and
lines and “eating for a week” Pvt. Hover, who
attempts for breakouts were many. Tunnels
had been 150 pounds at the time of his capture,
were dug. Bribery was tried. Many were shot as
scaled barely at 87. They were given decent
they ran. These were buried outside the stockclothing by Sherman’s men but before donning
ade. Some of these attempts were successful
them they set about ridding themselves of lice,
and, with the help of friendly slaves and by Charles H. Hover, dressed as a member of the
“that little friend that sticketh closer than a
hiding in almost impenetrable swamps and GAR — the Grand Army of the Republic,
brother.” These parasites had proven most
an organization of Union veterans.
woodlands, some of the escapees managed to
patriotic — staying with the men all through
elude trackers and bloodhounds and make their way back to Union their incarceration. In fact they liked the men so much they were diflines. This percentage, however, was low. The greater portion of those ficult in the extreme to get rid of.
escaping were recaptured or killed.
Pvt. Hover arrived at his home in Germantown on March 13,
Conditions remained the same until February of 1865 when new 1865. A most welcome furlough and much needed rest followed. It
prisoners brought news of General Sherman’s column of destruction was while he was renewing home ties that the newspapers told of
heading their way. It was not long after that the guards told Hover’s Lee’s surrender at Appomatox and of the end of the war. And on July
group that they were to be exchanged and soon thereafter the gates 12, 1865, the boys of the 128th New York received their discharges
of Salisbury opened for them. They began their journey northward Mr. Hover spent the rest of his long and active life in Germantown.
on foot by “Walking the Railroad.” Strung out in a line along the He served as Supervisor of the town and was Postmaster for many
right of way they walked for two days. When a train arrived it took years. He later founded and operated the Germantown Telephone
as many men as it could carry, atop the cars as well as inside.
Company and was one of the town’s best loved citizens. He died on
First contact made with the Union forces came at Stony Point, February 6, 1926, the last of the “Boys in Blue” from Germantown
North Carolina, nine miles from Wilmington. The sight of blue uni- to answer the final call. ★

Such conditions could only give added impulse to the natural
urge to escape and attempts for breakouts were many.
A photograph taken in August, 1864 at Andersonville Prison in Georgia. Andersonville was the most terrible of all the Confederate prison camps. The camp at
Salisbury would have been similar to this scene, a jumble of makeshift shelters surrounded by a stockade, holding thousands of idle, malnourished and diseased
prisoners The long structure in the foreground is the latrine area. In general, the strains of war upon the weak Confederate economy, coupled with an inefficient
transport system overwhelmed efforts to maintain reasonable food supplies and sanitation for the tens of thousands of Federal prisoners in Confederate hands.
Though better housed and fed, thousands of Confederate captives died in Union prisoner of war camps, where conditions were at times not much better.
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A stamped brass bugle horn was the badge used to
identify Federal infantry during the Civil War.
They were worn on the cap, often accompanied by

brass regimental numbers and company letters.
Officer’s cap or hat badges were generally embroidered in gold wire on a black velvet background.

The Magnificent 128th
Taken from the Chatham Courier dated
Thursday, May 28, 1959 as then written
by A. S. Callan
t 10:15 on the morning of June 6,
1863, editor Alexander N Webb read a
final proof of the days issue of the
Hudson Daily Star and was about to give
his approval for the hand-fed presses to
print, when a messenger from the local
telegraph bolted into the editor’s cubicle
and handed him a hand-written note transcribed from the wires. It read simply:
“Col. David S. Cowles, commanding officer of the 128th New York Volunteer
Regiment, was killed instantly May 27
during action at Port Hudson, Louisiana.
Lt. Gifford of Hudson was wounded.”
Editor Webb quickly penned a few lines
and handed them to a typesetter who put
the brief notice under the “Local
Intelligence” column. Within an hour the
news reached the residents of Hudson who
were stunned by the loss of one of the
community’s most outstanding civic leaders and a brilliant battlefield commander.
Already, Hudson and all northern communities had been disheartened by the events
on the battlefields. Rebels were sweeping
north through Maryland and Pennsylvania
and after the disaster before Richmond,
President Lincoln had called up 300,000
volunteers.

A

Served as District Attorney
As Hudsonians read the Daily Star that
morning their thoughts touched often on
the career of the brave soldier who had
died on Southern soil. David Smith
Cowles was born in Canaan, Connecticut
on February 26, 1817. He was a graduate
of Yale University, Class of 1839,and after

completing his law studies had moved to
Hudson where he was elected Columbia
County District Attorney, a post he held
for three years.
In the summer of 1861 he felt it was his
duty to take up the profession of arms and
he recruited from Columbia County a
large number of youths for the 91st
Regiment of Volunteers. Cowles, however,
was not given command of this regiment,
but a year later, following Lincoln’s call for
more men to stem the Confederate tide,
the Hudson officer was commissioned by
the governor of New York to direct and
train the 128th New York, the “ColumbiaDutchess Regiment.”
In a touching ceremony at Hudson on
August 30, 1862 the flower of youth from
the hills of Austerlitz, Lebanon, and from
the streets of Chatham, Kinderhook and
Hillsdale, now uniformed in blue, accepted their colors from the fairest of Hudson’s
damsels who had made the flag that
they would soon carry into battle. On
September 5, 1862 the regiment marched
down Warren Street to the cheers of parents and loved ones. Proudly erect on the
saddle of a black charger rode 45-year-old
Colonel Cowles, who knew full well the
farm lads and city boys behind him would
need months of training before they could
be full fledged soldiers.
Encamped at Baltimore
The regiment set up its tents at Baltimore,
then left fot New Orleans where they
remained until May 21, 1863. Col.
Cowles set a brilliant example for his men.
Rising way before reveille he insured that
proper meals were prepared and, throughout the day, he watched as junior officers
put the boys in blue through the rudi-
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ments of warfare. Then he would work
with his staff until well past midnight
planning the training programs for the
days ahead. The regimental commander
knew too many of these boys as neighbors
and friends to send them into battle
unprepared.
His work paid off and under his
inspirational leadership the 128th trained
rigorously to a state of military perfection.
On May 20, 1863 at a regimental review
General Sherman, the divisional commander,
declared the Columbia-Dutchess Regiment
one of the finest in his Military Department.
Lean of stomach and strong muscled the soldiers of 128th knew how to defend themselves for the fighting that was only a few
hours away. The day following the review the
regiment broke camp and the word quickly
spread through the ranks that they were en
route to reduce Port Hudson, a Confederate
stronghold on the Mississippi River.
The Battle at Port Hudson
The Columbia-Dutchess soldiers moved in
under cover of night and at dawn saw the
awesome Port Hudson ramparts outlined
against a leaden sky. At 8 a.m. May 27th,
General Dow called for a detail of the
128th — a captain, a lieutenant and 50
men — to probe the Rebel garrison and
draw fire. The advance unit moved out into
open terrain and was decimated by a hail of
rifle bullets.
General Sherman, after a brief conference with his staff, directed his entire command to be ready for an all-out assault. At
10 a.m., the orders were received by Col.
Cowles and relayed to his battalion commanders. “The 128th”, he said, “has been
given the post of honor and the post of
danger. Under no conditions must we
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withdraw, we must take the earthworks, and hold until
support arrives.” The orders were later discovered on
his body. At 10:15 the blare of bugles split the
Louisiana stillness and the American colors, with
the regimental flag made by Columbia County’s
fairest of the fair, swept into the swirling holocaust
of battle.
The 128th advanced briefly but the leading
elements were being ripped to ribbons by fire
pouring down from the Confederate stronghold.
The battle was stalemated for an hour but fire and
counter-fire continued from both sides.

Fall 2004

more until the ramparts were contained.
Editor Webb later wrote when the battle reports
were received from Palmer C. Cole, the regimental
surgeon, —“Col. Cowles was a Christian soldier
who fought and fell in a holy cause.” In his dying
moments he turned to his faithful sergeant and
said: “Tell my mother I died with my face to the
enemy.” One of his staff officers reported that the
battle was going well. Cowles drew his final breath
saying, “I have done my duty to my regiment as a
man and a soldier.”

A Hero’s Funeral at Hudson
Cowles Takes Command
It took almost 20 days to return the hero’s body
At 1, Generals Sherman and Dow had been dis- Colonel David Cowles of the 128th NY. from Port Hudson and on the evening of June 15,
abled and removed from the field of battle. A messenger from it arrived at Hudson aboard the steamer Oregon. The following day
General Sherman placed Colonel Cowles in command of the First he largest and most imposing funeral services in Hudson’s history
Brigade. Moving to the very front ranks of the 128th, Cowles led his were held. The city streets were so crowded, Editor Webb reported,
comrades-in-arms in one of the fiercest hand-to-hand struggles of the it was difficult to find a passage.
Civil War. With a loud clear voice heard above the roar and whine of
The funeral cortege to the Presbyterian Church was led by
bullets, he called the men of the 128th. Many he urged by their Cornelius Bortle as the grand Marshall. Schreiber’s Band played for the
names. Other groups which had come from Columbia County vil- Masonic fraternity which preceded the bearers and the hearse. Soldiers
lages heard him call “Come on Kinderhook!”—“let’s go Hillsdale!”
of the 14th Regiment who had returned from battle formed a guard of
Above the tumult, the
honor about the hearse and
clarion call of town by
the colonel’s body servant
town saw the 128th move
led his horse with the comforward, reel back and
mander’s boots reversed in
then move forward again.
the stirrups. Then came
At 11:15 the 128th along
officers of the 21st Regiwith the 5th Michigan had
ment in full dress uniform,
reached the “post of danthe Claverack Cadets,
ger and honor.” They had
members of the legal
gained the summit of
profession, the Chatham
the earthworks at Port
Coronet Band led by E.
Hudson and were engaged
Lee, Engine Co. No. 6
in a struggle that saw men
of Poughkeepsie and the
fighting with bare fists
colonel’s brother firemen
when their powder was
of Hudson led by their
expended.
chief engineer.
Still
conspicuously
At the church, not one
ahead of he lead elements,
quarter of the large crowd
Colonel Cowles suddenly
could be accommodated
staggered backward, spun
and the Claverack Cadets
and fell to the ground.
were requested to keep the
Stunned by the sudden
multitude within proper
loss of their commander
bounds. After the services,
and the failure of the New
the procession reformed
Hampshire regiment to
Continued on page 30
bring up supporting forces
for the troops already
Map of the operations around
within the garrison, the
Port Hudson. Hearing
128th withdrew slowly.
Vicksburg had fallen, Gen.
Bleeding heavily from a
Franklin Gardner surrendered
Port Hudson and its 7200mortal wound, Col. Cowles
man garrison, the last
refused to be removed
of the Confederate fortresses
from the field of battle.
on the Mississippi River, on
He called out to his men
July 9th, 1863.
and rallied them once
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Sanford
Gifford:
Sanford R.Gifford. Double Self-Portrait, June
1853. Graphite. Collection family of the Artist

By Will Swift
Editor’s Note: Will Swift, a resident in
Valatie, is the author of the recently published
and very popular book The Roosevelts and
the Royals. He is also a member of this
magazine’s Editorial Committee.
n the eve of the Civil War, Hudson
painter Sanford Gifford captured
the foreboding anxiety of the soonto-be fractured nation in a dramatic landscape painting A Twilight in the Catskills,
which was exhibited at the National
Academy of Design in April 1861. The
painting shows a gloomy mountain gorge
abandoned by the light of day, but visible in
the lurid glow of the newly-departed sun
beneath a smoldering blanket of orange
clouds. Some critics declared that the brilliancy of the painting almost filled the entire
exhibition room, while others complained
about his “vaporous obscurity.” With this
tragic and atmospheric painting, Gifford set
himself apart from his fellow painters of the
Hudson River school. He would focus less
on depicting nature, per se, and more on the
evocation of the experience of place and sensation. This painting was unusual for Gifford
because he normally did not attempt to suggest historic or symbolic associations to complicate the direct perception of his work.
Soon after, driven by patriotism, Sanford
Gifford joined New York’s Seventh Regiment
of the National Guard as the Civil War
began. He made three tours of duty, spending part of the spring and summer of 1861,
1862, and 1863 as a guard in the defenses
around Baltimore and Washington. He witnessed the Confederate retreat from
Gettysburg before being called back to New
York to help quell draft riots. During his war
duty he made casual sketches of military life
which turned up in four major Civil War
paintings including Baltimore, 1862—
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Hudson’s
Luminous
Native Son

Twilight where a lone sentinel guards a fort
set against the high contrast of a burning sky
and Camp of the Seventh Regiment, near
Frederick, Maryland in July 1863 in which a
providential sun bursts through rain clouds
over an encampment of soldiers as Union
forces head south after routing the
Confederate army at Gettysburg.
Gifford was born on July 10, 1823 in
Greenfield, Saratoga County. He moved the
next year to Hudson, where he grew up with
five brothers and five sisters in a large federal home at 6th and Columbia Street (It was
torn down in the 1960s to make way for the
parking lot of the Hudson City Savings
Bank). His father, Elihu Gibson, moved the
family to Hudson so that he could become
partners in a family iron foundry. By 1831,
Elihu had become a wealthy man and the
sole owner of a foundry and machine shop,
which he later ran with two of Sanford’s
brothers. Elihu would also found the
Farmer’s Bank and organize the Hudson and
Berkshire Railroad. His wealth and the family’s support for artistic endeavors meant that
neither Sanford nor his older brother
Charles, also a painter, would have to worry
about creating art for money’s sake.
Sanford attended Hudson Academy and,
unlike other colleagues painting scenes in the
Hudson Valley, attended college. He studied
at Brown University from 1842–1844,
before returning home to Hudson to decide
whether to follow his father’s suggestion to
go into business. His friend Worthington
Whittredge said that Sanford found his calling one day after he climbed to the top of
Mount Merino, a high hill to the south of
Hudson. There he meditated on the vista
including the Hudson River, the Catskill
Mountains and the home of painter Thomas
Cole in the village of Catskill. He went to
New York City in 1845 to studying drawing,
perspective and anatomy with John Reubens
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Smith (1775-1849). However a sketching
trip to the Catskills and Berkshires the following year focused his interest on landscape
painting. His brother Charles introduced
him to one mentor, Hudson painter Henry
Ary (1802-1859), who, in turn, directed him
to the work of Thomas Cole.
It was Thomas Cole (1801-1848), who
first launched the Hudson River School of
painters, to which Sanford Gifford belongs,
with an exhibition [actually three paintings
in a store window] in New York City in

Photographer unknown. Sanford R. Gifford on
National Guard Duty, early l860s. Archives of
American Art, Smithsonian Institution,
Washington, D.C. The 7th NYNG’s gray uniform
was soon replaced by Federal blue.
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1825. The Hudson River School consisted
of a group of painters, working from 1825
to about 1875, who absorbed the European
Romantic movement. They devoted themselves to landscape painting rather than
portraiture. In capturing the unspoiled
grandeur of the American landscape, they
sought to differentiate the fresh promise of
America and its painting from the disfigured European landscape and the less egalitarian European sensibility. They also wanted to show the hand of divinity in the
American wilderness where man was an
insignificant intrusion.
A very intelligent man, Sanford was a perfectionist in his work. He would make pencil
sketches on his travels, do an oil sketch, and
then make a medium-sized canvas, and finally a large canvas for his work. Working either
in a studio atop his family home in Hudson
or his studio in New York City, he could
focus for up to twelve consecutive hours in
one stretch, stopping only for a cup of coffee
and bread. He would rework canvasses others
thought to be long finished.
Gifford’s first exhibited painting Solitude
was shown at the National Academy of
Design in 1848. It is an appropriate first
theme for this peripatetic traveler. In 1855
Gifford traveled to Europe where he spent
two-and-a-half years studying art, painting
and sketching throughout the continent. In
Britain he was greatly influenced by the light
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The Hudson River
School consisted of
a group of painters,
working from 1825
to about 1875,
who absorbed the
European Romantic
movement.
and color in the paintings of J.M.W. Turner
and John Constable. He also appreciated the
work of the French landscape painters of the
Barbizon school but, independent-minded as
always, worried that surrendering too much
to one method of painting would “usurp the
place of Nature.” In discussions with the brilliant nineteenth-century art critic John
Ruskin, Gifford came to see himself as a poet
rather than a topographer. He felt more concerned with the impression a scene made on
the mind than on the literal scene itself.
Sanford suffered from a tendency toward
depression and restlessness. Partly as a consequence, he was drawn to light as a theme
and, I believe, to constant adventure as a

Sanford R. Gifford. A Twighlight in the Catskills, 1861. Oil on canvas. Private Collection
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coping mechanism. He traveled throughout
New York, New England, the other midAtlantic States, the West Coast, Alaska, and
Canada in addition to European pilgrimages. His paintings range from scenes of Fire
Island Beach, sunrise in Long Branch beach
in New Jersey, the Catskill Mountain House,
Lake George, the Adirondacks, the White
Mountains, Mount Rainier in Washington,
as well as the Nile, Lake Como, Windsor
Castle and the Church of San Giorgio in
Venice. Of seven hundred catalogued paintings, though, more than a third depict scenes
in New York State, including one hundred in
his beloved Catskills and a full dozen from
his hometown of Hudson.
Sanford was an avid outdoorsman and a
passionate fisherman who enjoyed camping
and exploring primitive areas of nature. He
was determined to catch the largest fish possible and to find new and unspoiled places to
cast his rod. Fellow painter Worthington
Whittredge (1820-1910) related how
Gifford “would simple put his knapsack over
his shoulder, removing the lining as a useless
encumbrance, and set off on a long journey
with a goodbye or explanation to anyone.”
During an 1870 artistic expedition to the
Rocky Mountains, he got bored with the
scenery and, when offered a horse, “left [his
fellow painters] in cold blood and dashed
off,” into dangerous Indian country.
Continued on page 30
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Good Neighbor continued from page 21

Although he was a generous and beloved friend, Sanford was
modest and shy—something of a loner. He did not marry until he
was fifty-four years old. In June 1877 he secretly wed Mary Cecelia
Canfield, the widow of an old friend and school chum, in New York
City. Mysteriously, he hid the fact from friends for months. He did
not tell his family until that December. They lived together for only
three years. After he contracted malarial fever in 1880, he and his
wife journeyed to Lake Superior, Michigan, on the advice of his doctors. He had to return to New York City when his health deteriorated further. He contracted pneumonia and died on August 29, 1880.
In 1870 he had joined with other artists and civic leaders in
founding the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City. Upon
his death the museum honored him with its first artist retrospective
and a memorial catalogue of his known works. Sanford Gifford’s reputation has been newly burnished in the last few years. The
Metropolitan Museum of Art staged a major retrospective of his
work, accompanied by a superb illustrated catalogue including essays
on his life and art, in the fall of 2003 through the winter of 2004.
The exhibition was also on display during the summer and through
September of 2004 at the National Gallery of Art in Washington
D.C. The Albany Institute of History and Art purchased his Mount
Merino and the City of Hudson in Autumn, circa 1851, for their permanent collection. Gifford’s well-known 1862 Catskills painting
Gorge in the Mountains, in which the sun hovers over an idyllic
mountain gorge, is one of many of his works the Metropolitan
Museum of Art owns.
In reviewing his late masterpiece The Ruins of the Parthenon,
which was painted from sketches made during his last European
Grand Tour (1868-1869), Franklin Kelly, the Curator of American
and British paintings at the National Gallery of Art in Washington
D.C. described it as “not a picture of a building, but a picture of a
day.” This phrase captures the essence of Gifford’s poetic and atmospheric paintings. Gifford himself was quoted as saying, “The really
important matter is not the natural object itself, but the veil or medium through which we see it.” Gifford’s work is a leading exemplar of
the nineteenth artistic movement we now call Luminism, which
focused on capturing the effects of light and atmosphere. Gifford
offered a clean, polished style that eschewed the heroic and overly
dramatic for the mood he could establish through color and a luminous ambience. ★

feed. The old-time power driven cutter used for this purpose had
been set in motion and the alignment of the cutter to the engine
needed adjustment. Robinson stepped forward to do the job. Just
what happened will never be known. Those working nearby heard
his cry and his exclamation “You’ll have to get me to a doctor.” They
looked up and saw to their horror that the old man was gripping the
stump of his right arm which was gushing red and that the greater
portion of his right hand was gone.
It took some time to get him to Germantown’s doctor as a horse
had to be harnessed. The hand was so damaged that doctor was loath
to tackle the job single handedly and the services of a second doctor
in the community were sought to assist. After emergency dressing
they moved Robinson to his home where they did the best they could
to save the mangled hand. The combined efforts of the two medical
men proved to no avail. In a few days infection manifested itself in
the wound and amputation of the remainder of the hand became
necessary. The operation again took place at Robinson’s home.
As an operation the amputation was a success but the terrible
shock of the injury, the terrific loss of blood, and a long siege of
recovery took its toll on a man no longer young and suffering from
heart trouble. It was more than even his rugged physique could
stand. Though he recovered to a degree, he was never a well and
active man thereafter. His condition worsened gradually but steadily
and on August 1, 1907 he died quietly at the little home —
Germantown’s parsonage — where he had lived so long and so happily with his family.
Liked and respected by all who knew him, Theodore Robinson
may have worn a dark skin during life, but in death his dust was as
white as any. ★
Magnificent 128th continued from page 27

and where a few months before the 128th had marched with pride,
now a piercing silence greeted their fallen leader. The Hon. John H.
Reynolds of Albany, a former Kinderhook resident, delivered the
graveside eulogy for his lifetime friend — “He was a model of a
Christian Gentleman, and as we commit to kindred dust all that
remains of one we love, we know that through all eternity he will
continue to lead his beloved 128th Regiment to the greater glory of
God on high.” ★
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Taken from an article in the May 24, 1962
Chatham Courier, By A.S. Callan
n the morning of October 19, 1864,
Brigadier General Thomas C. Devin,
commanding the 2nd Brigade, 6th
New York Calvary, conferred with his staff
officers on the outskirts of Middletown,
Virginia. He had been ordered along a turnpike skirting Cedar Creek and to connect his
forces with lines of Union infantry who had
been fighting their way into Middletown.
Twice the Sixth and the First New York had
charged into the town but were driven back
by Confederate infantry concealed behind
serpentine brick garden walls and enclosures.
After each calvary charge the Union forces
were compelled to retire under terrible fire
and it was impossible from the nature of the
ground to reach the enemy forces.
At 2:30 on the afternoon of October 19,
a second staff conference called by General
Devin was broken up when the brigade
became exposed to hot fire on its right flank
from the Confederate side of the turnpike
leading into Middletown. Try as they might
the Union forces could not dislodge the
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toon fairly soared over a stone wall and their
riders engaged in hand to hand fighting. So
stunned were the Confederates by this daring
maneuver they broke for a nearby woods. As
a result the Sixth and the First continued at
full gallop in an encircling movement around
Middletown and when the village fell a victory at the Battle of Cedar Creek became an
accomplished fact.
Who was this daring young officer,
John W. Blunt, who was to receive the
Congressional Medal of Honor for his famed
charge that day? He was born at Stuyvesant
Landing. His family moved to the Town of
Austerlitz when he was a youngster and in his
day he received little schooling, going to work
at an early age on his father’s farm.
In October, 1861, a train rolled into
Chatham and John W. Blunt and his brothers,
Rutsen, Robert and Joseph, left for Boston to
enlist in the Union forces. John Blunt, a tall,
slim, soldier like many young gallants of the
war, grew a flowing moustache and later added
a goatee. He joined Company M, 6th New
York Calvary (Veteran) and, evidently an able
later, was promoted to Sergeant and later
became Company First Sergeant within a year.

Who was this daring young officer, John W. Blunt,
who was to receive the Congressional Medal
of Honor for his famed charge that day?

The Confederates surprised Sheridan’s army
in the early morning fog on October 19th,
1864. General Philip Sheridan, having spent
the night in Winchester, rides 20 miles to the
battle, arriving on the field at a gallop,
rallying his men. The reorganized Federals
strike the Rebel army, busily looting the
Union camp. Confederate General Early’s
army suffers a decisive defeat.

enemy infantry. General Devin then ordered
his forces to bypass to the left of the town
and advance rapidly toward Cedar Creek.
At 3 o’clock orders came to move down to
the creek in a concerted effort to dislodge
enemy forces on the opposite bank.
Appraoching the stream the leading elements
of Company K, 6th New York were ordered
to charge a bridge over Cedar Creek. This
particular span was about 150 feet in length,
some 30 feet high and so narrow that but
two horses could pass abreast.
As Confederate riflemen opened point
blank fire, a young Union Calvary officer, Lt.
John W. Blunt, of Chatham Four Corners,
New York, straightened up in his saddle, and
above the roar of muskets and rifles yelled
“Charge.” Gallantly the Company K platoon
wheeled toward the bridge, horses and riders
falling before the murderous fire. Yet by
some miracle the bearded young officer leading the charge was unscathed as his horse
clattered across the bridge followed by the
bugler and a dozen riders.
The enemy fired one volley and before
they could reload the horses of Lt. Blunt’s pla-
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He was mustered into officer ranks as a
2nd Lieutenant in March, 1863, won his silver bars the same year and on December 14,
1864 was made Captain with rank from
October 21, 1864 in recognition of the
Cedar Creek charge he led on October 19.
Captain Blunt was transferred to the 2nd
Provisional Calvary on June 17, 1865 and
made a Major, New York Volunteers by
brevet. He was mustered out with his company, August 9,1865 at Louisville, Kentucky.
Returning to Chatham he became a legendary figure. Over the years, wearing his
campaign hat cocked over one eye in traditional Calvary style, he presented a handsome figure — red sash wrapped around his
blue tunic and his wartime saber hanging
from his saddle — riding with his back ram
straight on horseback as Grand Marshall of
Chatham’s Memorial Day Parades. With his
Civil War comrades he helped to organize
the General John A. Logan Post GAR which
met at the Masonic Hall on Park Row.
In 1910, at the age of 70, Captain Blunt (he
reverted to his permanent rank after the war)
Continued on page 32
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The War of the Rebellion
★ Four companies (and parts of other companies) of the
128th Regiment New York Volunteers, under Col. David S.
Cowles, of Hudson — three years’ term of service.
★ Three companies (and part of another) of the 91st
Regiment New York Volunteers — three year’s service —
commanded by Col. Jacob Van Zandt.
★ Four companies (and a large portion of a fifth) of the 159th
Regiment New York Volunteers, under Col. Edward L.
Molineux — three year’s service.
★ One company of the 14th New York Volunteers, under Col.
James McQuade.

Editor’s Note: Copied from the History of Columbia County,
New York 1878

T

he part performed by the county of Columbia in the war
waged from 1861 to 1865, for the suppression of rebellion
and the preservation of the Union, was most honorable and
patriotic. At the receipt of intelligence of the attack on Fort Sumter
in April 1861, there were seen here the same demonstrations of loyalty to the Union and of determination to crush out treason at every
hazard; the same patriotic meetings and flag raisings; the same disposition of young men to volunteer, and of old men to encourage
and aid them in doing so, as were found everywhere in nearly every
county throughout the Empire State. And when our armies had
melted away in the fervent heat of battle, and call after call was made
to take the places of those who had fallen, there was shown the same
determination to stand by the government whatever cost; and the
people and the local authorities with the same alacrity voted the
monies that were called for to accomplish he desired end.
The troops from Columbia County who entered the service of the
government during the War of 1861–65 were, as nearly as can be
ascertained, as follows, viz.:

A large number of men from this county also entered and served
in companies of the 44th, 48th, 93rd, and 150th Regiments of New
York Volunteer Infantry, as well as of the 1st, 2nd, 5th,6th, 7th, and
12th Regiments of Calvary, and in the regular army and navy of the
United States.
Editor’s Footnote: There were also young men both black and white
who volunteered to serve in Massachussetts Regiments such as the 30th
and the 54th, performing honorably.
Hero of Cedar Creek continued from page 31

A BLACK MAN WHO SERVED ON BOTH SIDES
Editor’s Note: As told to Jim Eyre by Marcella Beigel, Director of the Black Legacy
Columbia County from a BLACC interview with Helen Dago Barriero

H

elen Dago Barriero who lives
and was brought up in Hudson
is probably
one of the few people
who can remember
first hand the stories
told by their forebears
in the Civil War.
Her grandfather who
moved to Hudson
after the war in 1866,
served in both the
Confederate and Union
navies, seeing action in
which he was wounded and if memory
serves was awarded a
medal by a President.
He was first mustered into the Confederate Navy on a ship called the Albermarle
as part of an all black crew. At some
point the ship somehow escaped from

Charleston’s harbor under the guns of
the Confederate fortifications and transferred loyalty to the
Union.
Shortly
thereafter Grandfather
Robert Williams was
transferred to the USS
Hunchback and then
at one point to the
USS Hetzel — both
Union ships. Williams
served the rest of the
war in the Union’s
employ.
She recalls that her
grandfather was born
in North Carolina
in 1841 to an AfricanAmerican/Indian
father and a British
mother who had been living in Ohio.
She claims that he was well educated
with all that a young man should learn. ★
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got up before dawn as was his habit and
tripped — plunging headlong down a stairway.
He suffered a severe head injury and an Albany
surgeon came down on the Boston and Albany
Railroad to Chatham where an operation was
performed to relieve pressure against the skull.
The Civil War hero never regained consciousness and succumbed to the injury.
He was laid to rest by the surviving members of the GAR in the Chatham Rural
Cemetery. Around him now sleep other
“Boys in Blue” who fought the good fight
but not with quite the daring of Capt. John
W. Blunt, 6th United States Calvary.★
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COLUMBIA
COUNTY’S

Model Major
GENERAL

Byline?
ajor General Morgan Chrysler was
by far the most distinguished, in his
military career, of all the distinguished Columbia County men who served
in the great struggle to save the Union. He is
one of only four men who, enlisting as privates in the Union Army, rose to the rank of
Major General. During Chrysler’s valiant
war career he was wounded seven times and
he participated in many battles. All of his
promotions were due to meritorious service
on the battlefield.
General Chrysler was born on a farm in
Ghent, New York on September 30, 1822.
In later years he moved to Hudson, New
York and married Amelia Groat of Ghent in
1844. By the outbreak of the Civil War he
was living with his family in South Corinth,
Saratoga County, New York. Stirred by
President Lincoln’s call to arms he joined on
April 7, 1861. He was one of the earliest
enlistees in the state. Soon thereafter, recognizing his zeal and leadership skills,
Chrysler’s fellow troops elected him Captain
of Company G, 30th New York State
Infantry Regiment. Governor Morgan confirmed his commission as Captain on July 4,
1861.
It was over a year later on August 28,
1862 at Gainesville, Virginia that Company
G of the New York 30th first saw action and
then again on the next day at Bull Run.
That battle of Second Bull Run, or called
Second Manassas by some, was a disaster for
the Union forces and not too much better
for the rebels. The North had 16,000 casualties and the South about 9,200. These were
relatively small by later standards but in
1862 they were considered ghastly. During
these engagements Chrysler was singled out
for his bravery and leadership.
As a part of the Army of the Potomac the
30th Regiment served mainly in Maryland
and Virginia from 1861 — 1863 seeing
action at Haw Hills, South Mountain,
Antietam (Sharpsburg), Fredericksburg, and
Chancellorsville losing about 255 men.
During this time Chrysler was elevated in
rank from Captain to Major. The month

M

General Chrysler
was born on a
farm in Ghent,
New York on
September 30, 1822.
after Chancellorsville on June 18,1863 the
30th Regiment was mustered out at Albany,
New York but the war had hardly half over
for this valiant group of men. Major
Chrysler was immediately authorized by
New York State to reorganize third regiment
into a mounted troop. It was first known as
the Empire Light Cavalry and later as the
New York State 2nd Veterans Cavalry. Many
of the recruits both new and old were from
Chatham and Valatie — particularly those
serving in Company I — and Chrysler was
promoted as Colonel of the Regiment on
December 14, 1863.
The Cavalry unit first served in the
defense of Washington, D.C. It was later
sent to New Orleans, Louisiana where it participated in the red River Expedition. At the
battle of Atchafalaya River on August
28,1864 the gallant Colonel was severely
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wounded as a Minié ball struck though his
neck and right shoulder. According to pension records this was to be the most serious
of his many wounds. By the end of the war
he was made a Brevet Major General and
Governor and Commander of the Department of Northern Alabama, a position he
held until November 8, 1865. He was mustered out of the service two months later on
January 15, 1866.
He returned to Saratoga, New York for a
short time but he then moved to
Kinderhook Township and a farm south of
Kinderhook Village (it later became the
William Van Alstyne farm) which he farmed
for most of the rest of his life. Later he
moved to Valatie where his son, Captain
Gifford Chrysler lived but by 1877 he was
back in Kinderhook, having purchased the
Benedict Arnold House in the village.
In the 1880s Chrysler served as Assistant
Sergeant of Arms of the New York State
Assembly and for a time (1877-81) he was
connected to the New York Custom House,
having been appointed by President
Rutherford Hayes. The General made one
attempt to turn his military success to political office. In 1896 he ran for Assembly from
Columbia County, 2nd District. He lost to
Governor Tilden’s brother, Moses, by a mere
300 votes.
On July 19, 1880 General Chrysler
organized the Thomas M. Burt Post, no.171
of the Grand Army of the Republic (G.A.R.)
and served as the first Commander of the
Post The Grand Army of the Republic was a
Veteran’s organization which was very powerful during the later part of the nineteenth
Century. The G.A.R. Post was located on
Upper Main Street in Valatie. Valatie had a
very high enlistment rate during the Civil
War and after the warwas home to many of
the men who served.
After his death on August 24, 1890 the
renowned soldier was buried in Valatie’s
Prospect Hill Cemetery. No doubt it was the
General’s choice because of the many Civil
War Servicemen who were also buried there.
For several decades after his death, the
Continued on page 34
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Remembering Our Boys in Blue
★ They Died—But the Union Was Saved ★
Taken from an article in the Independent, May 26, 1994 by
Dominick Lizzi—Valatie Town Historian.

versial bounty system under which some men paid others to fight in
their place. The cost of the war for the county townships was
$1,687,126.
When mustered out, most returned to the county’s farms and
small towns. But many did not return alive. Every town has marked
graves for those young men who gave the ultimate in the Grand
Army of the Republic. Some men died upon return home of war
wounds and various illnesses. Medicine was primitive then and sanitation poor.
Some men died in Salisbury Prison, North Carolina — among
them Potter Burton, James Norton and Wiliam H. Sharp of the
Valatie/Kinderhook area. Joseph Scofield of Kinderhook starved to
death at the dreaded Andersonville, Georgia, prison camp.
Until the early 1900s Civil War veterans and their families gathered at the graves of their fallen comrades each July 4th for a time
of community remembrance and celebration. Now the graves,
except where marked by local American Legions, are forgotten.
More recent wars have brought new tragedies and memories to
Columbia County. All the young men in blue who served in the
Civil War are gone, long silent in their graves. They died, but the
Union was saved. ★

V

icksburg surrendered to General Ulysses S. Grant on
July 4, 1864 and on July 9, Port Hudson surrendered to its
besiegers. There were no longer any Confederate troops or
fortifications along the Mississippi River.
Many officers and men from Columbia and Dutchess counties
had fallen at Port Hudson —“that other Hudson” so far away from
the river valley they loved. They never again saw their home towns or
Camp Kelly, on the Hudson fair grounds, where they had first mustered. Over 5,310 local men served in various regiments of Mr.
Lincoln’s armies — in action throughout the South and the West.
In addition to the Mississippi Valley, Columbia County men saw
battle in the Red River Campaign and with General Sheridan in the
Shenandoah campaign. The blood of local men was shed at
Halltown, Berryville, Winchester and Cedar Creek. Men also served
and fell at Second Bull Run, South Mountain, and Gettysburg.
The men came from all townships of the County. The greatest
number came from Hudson which sent 501 and Kinderhook which
sent 407. Only 405 substitutes were provided through the contro-

Postscript: Recently the American Legion, John W. McConnell Post
No. 47 of Valatie, under Commander Ellen Allen and Service Officer
Guy Camello along with D.C. Lizzi, author of this article as Village
Historian, had a bronze plaque placed at the General’s gravesite.
Mayor Gary Strevell of the Village of Valatie, Contactor Ralph Pesce,
and Director Sharon Palmer of the Columbia County Historical
Society assisted with the project. Anyone interested in visiting the
General’s grave can find it in D. C. Lizzi’s self walking guide pamphlet
available at the Columbia County Historical Society and the Valatie
Free Library.

C r a w f o rd & A s s o c i a t e s
E n g i n e e r i n g , P. C .
• Civil & Sanitary Engineering
• Site Planning
• Structural Analysis & Design
• Mechanical Design
• Environmental Consulting

General Chrysler’s gravesite in Valatie’s Prospect Hill Cemetery.

veterans of the Burt Post met at his grave for Decoration Day
Services. Here, after the patriotic speeches, prayers, military music,
and songs, the veterans dispersed to decorate their dead brothers’
graves with flowers. Today, it is one of the most visited graves in the
cemetery. Many Civil War buffs from throughout the East Coast visit
it during the year. Chrysler’s outstanding service and military career
continues to be recognized. ★

551 Warren Street, Hudson, NY 12534
(518) 828-2700
www.crawfordandassociates.com
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Book Review:

ILLEGAL
TENDER
Gold, Greed, and the Mystery of the Lost 1933 Double Eagle
By David Tripp
bars. A few escaped — purloined — but were tracked
down in a relentless investigation
by the secret service, confiscated
and destroyed. But, somehow, one
survived — through a revolution
in Cairo, sleights of hand in
Europe, and a sting at the WaldorfAstoria.
But that is not the end of the
story. A few other coins may still
exist — illegal to own and coveted
all the more. With its cast of kings,
presidents, government agents, shadowy dealers, and crooks, Illegal Tender,
will keep readers guessing about this
priceless disc of gold—the coin that
should not have been and almost was
not — until the very end.
Columbia County is proud to have
another talented author in its midst. Mr.
Tripp has done an incredible job
researching the detail for this fascinating
true story. He has brought to life the
character of the key players clearly
exposing the honesty in some, the greed
in many, as well as the lust of the collector to possess — some by any means —
the rarest and very best. Illegal Tender
has been published in 2004 in New York
of by the Free Press, a Division of Simon
& Schuster, Inc., 1230 Avenue of the
Americas, New York, New York 10020.
The book available in book stores
throughout county and country and
may be also purchased at the Columbia
County Historical Society Museum in
Kinderhook. ★

A Book Review edited by Jim Eyre
Author David Tripp is a numismatist,
fine art consultant, cartoonist, and
former head of Sotheby’s coin department.
Susan, his wife, loyal advisor and armchair editor, to whom the book is
dedicated is the former President of the
Columbia County Historical Society.
They live in Stuyvesant, New York.

I

t’s the stuff myths are made of. It’s
the story of a celebrated artifact —
a 1933 twenty-dollar gold piece —
and its incredible journey from the
deathbed of a famous artist to sybaritic Egyptian King, to a vault in the
World Trade Center, to a record
breaking auction in July of 2002,
where it was sold for more than
$7.5 million.
Mr. Tripp, one of America’s leading authorities on coins, who
uncovered information available in
the book for the first time, pre
ents, in easy narrative style, a riveting tale of greed, intrigue, and deception as it follows the once-secret trajectory of this amazing coin over the course
of nearly a century. In 1905 President
Theodore Roosevelt commissioned
America’s greatest sculptor, Augustus
Saint-Gaudens, to design what became
America’s most beautiful coin. At the
height of the Great Depression,
President Franklin Roosevelt took
America off the Gold standard and the
newly minted but un-issued 1933
Double Eagles were melted into faceless

Author David Tripp

…it follows the once-secret trajectory of this amazing coin
over the course of nearly a century.
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News of the Columbia County Historical Society

Society Receives Museums of America Grant

T

The Columbia County Historical Society is one of 190 institutions in the country to receive an award. As IMLS’ largest grant program, Museums for America provides more than $16 million in
grants to support the role of museums in American society. The
grants build the capacity of museums to sustain our cultural heritage, support lifelong learning, and serve as centers of community
engagement.
Museums for America grants strengthen the ability of museums to
serve the public more effectively by supporting high-priority activities that advance the institution’s mission and strategic goals. The
flexible grants can be used by a museum for ongoing activities,
research, planning and behind-the-scenes work, new programs, the
purchase of equipment or services, or technology upgrades and integration to improve overall institutional effectiveness. The Institute
of Museum and Library Services is an independent federal grantmaking agency dedicated to creating and sustaining a nation of learners by helping libraries and museums serve their communities. ★

he Columbia County Historical Society is pleased to
announce the receipt of a Museums for America grant from
the Institute of Museum and Library Services. The $18,169
award to catalog many of the Society’s photographs and maps will
make these collections more accessible and easier to use. The yearlong project will describe and scan the images and create a database
for visitors to browse. The project will allow the Society to provide
better service to its researchers, help the staff in preparing exhibits,
and help preserve the collections by reducing unnecessary handling.
The Society’s collections contain over 5,000 photographs and 500
maps. The photographs range from prints, negatives, and slides to
postcards, tintypes, and daguerreotypes. Examples include glass negatives documenting the homes and people of Red Rock around 1900,
images of students and activities at Claverack College and the Hudson
River Institute, three collections of local realtors’ listings of properties
throughout the county in the 1930s, 1940s, and 1970s, views of
employees and factory interiors at the Gifford-Wood coal and ice handling equipment plant in Hudson, and a wide variety of images of
community events, local families, businesses, and scenic views.
Highlights among the maps are the Penfield map, a detailed 1799
manuscript wall map covering over 350 surveyed leasehold farms on
30,000 acres of the former Van Rensselear manor lands in Claverack;
19th-century atlases and wall maps listing property owners, businesses, and community institutions; individual property surveys;
railroad right-of-way maps; development and subdivision maps for
several lakeside vacation communities in the early 20th century; and
several “memory maps” drawn by long-time local residents recalling
the inhabitants and businesses in Kinderhook and Valatie.

The Columbia County Museum’s research library and exhibits at
5 Albany Avenue, Kinderhook, are open Monday, Wednesday,
Friday, and Saturday from 10-4. The Society welcomes inquiries
about this project. Please call 758-9265

[quote from Sharon?]

Employees in the Gifford-Wood Company’s assembly room in 1957 included
back row: Fred Davis, George Hoffman, Herbert Laurange, Tony Clemente,
unidentified; middle row: John Gerlack, Bill Moore, Louis Ban, Charles Ham,
Mannie Tompkins, Clarence Ham; front row: Arthur Jennings, Ed, Charles
Hart, Barry, and Dave Crego. This group of photographs was donated by
Elizabeth Keeler, who assisted in gathering identifications of the employees,
with help from John Beynart and Joseph Graziano. (1996.11)

Claverack College and Hudson River Institute constructed its new building
in 1854. This view was taken shortly after the building was completed.
(X1989.30.215)
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President’s Message continued from page 2

nies, utilities, caterers, equipment rental
companies, lawyers, architects, and others in
the community provide services to the notfor-profit and governmental entities which
operate our museums, performance spaces,
and historic sites. Naturally, the restaurateurs, hoteliers, Bed and Breakfast operators,
shopkeepers, car rental businesses, and gasoline stations all benefit from the patronage of
tourists.
The largest segment of economic activity
related to historic preservation is actually hidden. Tens or hundreds of millions of dollars
have been invested by private property owners in upgrading and preserving historic
structures in Hudson, in our villages, and
around the countryside of our county. This
activity has drawn national attention to our
antique shops, restaurants, and cultural institutions. Large numbers of our skilled craftsmen, laborers, and professionals are
employed in the preservation of buildings.
Additional workers are employed in the businesses, which thrive in neighborhoods whose
historic charm attracts visitors from around
the county and beyond.
Naturally, if we are to build upon the
success of the past few decades in preserving
our heritage, the economic development
policies of our governments must be compatible with and enhance the progress which
has already been made. It is increasingly
clear to many of our residents that cultural
tourism holds the strongest potential for job
development on every level and is to a large
degree incompatible with attempts to revive
large industrial complexes which employ relatively few people.
The Board of Supervisors is currently
considering a proposal which would provide
a renewable investment in a future economy

based upon cultural tourism and related services. In brief, much needed capital resources
would be made available to not-for-profit
corporations for historical preservation and
the development of cultural resources
through mortgages financed by the sale of
municipal bonds. As the mortgages are paid
off, and tourist spending increases, additional resources will be available for future projects. Naturally, such a proposal would
require a great deal of political resolve.
Counties around the State face unprecedented increases in pension fund contributions
and other operating costs, but wise leadership will appreciate the value of making a
commitment to preserving our past. Unlike
most county expenditures for operating
costs, this program would be an investment
in our future and would continue to be available to enhance our heritage for years to
come. I urge you to contact your local
Supervisor to support historic preservation as
the most logical and effective mechanism for
ensuring the economic viability of our county for the century to come.
John B. Carroll
President

THE GALLERY
OF WREATHS &
HOLIDAY CRAFT BOUTIQUE
December 4 through December 12
Saturdays and weekdays 10 to 4
Friday 10 to 8:30pm
Sundays 12 to 4
Columbia County Museum
5 Albany Avenue,
Kinderhook, New York

GREENS SHOW
Want to advertise your business
in Columbia County History &
Heritage? Call 518-758-9265
for more information.

Friday, Dec. 10, 12 to 8:30
Saturday, Dec. 11, 10 to 4
Sunday, Dec. 14, 12 to 4
James Vanderpoel House,
Broad St., Kinderhook

CANDLELIGHT NIGHT
Friday, December 10, 5 to 8:30 pm
Village of Kinderhook

Editor’s Foreword continued from page 2

transportation, as they were added to an already strong and sustained agricultural base.
Then there were surprises. Slavery became illegal in New York State in 1827, but as late as
1861 there was still at least one house slave in the county. While many rushed to volunteer
their services to the cause, there were those who paid others to serve in their place. Wasn’t it
somewhat odd that in 1861 — a time of such great change and so much division within the
country — President Lincoln would choose to make Thanksgiving a national holiday? And
can one imagine it possible that in 1863, while the war was still raging, New Yorkers opened
a new horse racing track at Saratoga? Yes! It was an interesting time.

Sponsored by Kinderhook Business &
Professional Association

HOLIDAY AT HOME
Friday, December 10, 5 to 8:30 pm
Village of Kinderhook
Tour of decorations in private homes,
all within walking distance
in the Village of Kinderhook
$5.00 per person/$10.00 per family
Tickets available at the
Columbia County Museum

Jim Eyre
Editor
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 A Time By
light. Upon the completion of the school in 1854, a student
remarked “Now it came to pass in the land round about, there was
erected many temples of learning; but the greatest of them all was
Claverack.…”
It also came to pass that students would be faced with strict guidelines and rules, something that students today may have trouble following. Academically the college divided courses into the “Six
Forms” according to culture and age. The college offered courses in
classics, science, music, art, commercial, and military subjects. Along
with this academic orthodoxy was an orderly and strict organizational system, far from today’s system, which is less restrictive and oriented towards the individual’s freedom of choice.
There was to be more expansion to the Claverack College as
a College Hall was erected in 1864 to be used for public exercises
and military drills. The Claverack College Cadets used the
hall ground, drilling for 45 minutes a day,
five days a week. The students were
dressed in neat blue uniforms —
privates equipped with
Spring-field rifle-muskets and captains
with officer’s

By lline?

T

he Claverack College and Hudson River Institute was a
respected institution throughout its one-hundred and twenty-three year history. Described as “unsurpassed by any of its
grade in this country” by many, it saw the passage of many affluent
individuals through its halls. From President Martin Van Buren to
author Stephen Crane, the college and institute has made a significant contribution to American political, local, and literary history,
cultivating some of the brightest American minds of the 19th and
20th century.
The college and institute, born out of its predecessors, the
Washington Seminary (1779), and Claverack Academy(1831), the
Claverack College and Hudson River Institute was built in a time
when numerous schools were being built throughout New York
State. The board of trustees, which had previously guarded over the
Claverack Academy, decided that an expansion was necessary.
Further they felt that its success would be guaranteed for Claverack
was located in the midst of a network of railroads that were expanding throughout the country. The edifice was to be 152 feet long and
36 feet wide, and contain two separate wings that extending towards
the north and south, each being 90 feet long and 36 feet wide. The
north housed the men, and the south, the women. Each individual
room contained a cylinder stove for heating purposes and candles for

Described as “unsurpassed by any
of its grade in this country” by many,
it saw the passage of many affluent
individuals through its halls.

Group of seven students in uniform, Claverack College and Hudson River
Institute, c1895. Collection Columbia County Historical Society.

38

Columbia County Histor y & Heritage

Summer 2004

Most Forgotten
into any other student’s room. The admissions office admitted no
individuals whatsoever with “vicious habits, who would exert an evil
influence upon others.” However, youthful spirits could not always
be suppressed. A sober professor once had the experience of being
butted down a rear stairway from the fourth floor of the boy’s wing
by a cantankerous billy goat smuggled into the building by young
men wishing to inject a bit of gaiety into their other wise solemn and
sedate existence.
For leisure, students were expected to compete in recitals, or essay
writing contests. Topics varied through out the years, from Lexington
and Concord to the meaning of virtue. With the toughness and austerity of the requirements, rules, and regulations, students still found
happiness within the college that was envisaged as “in the midst of
an old, moral, and refined community” and “removed from large
cities with attendant vice and temptation.” Students and even
teachers dined at the Richardson’s Hotel in Philmont and it has
been suggested that both attended performances of the Guy Family
Opera Company.
The spirit of education and the spirit of Claverack College seemed
to be racing towards the future as one intrinsic ideal, educating
bright minds and training them for a century limitless with possibilities. As the 19th century ended, the proper preparation to meet the
challenges of these possibilities became a national issue and free public schools were established creating educational opportunities for all.

swords — all provided by the Union Army. They made an impressive
appearance under the command of “Colonel” Arthur H. Flack and
were aften called upon to perform in community celebrations and
holiday parades Arthur H. Flack, the son of the Reverend President
Alonzo Flack, would take his father’s place upon his death in 1885
and maintain the same high standards that had been established.
Along with studies and drilling, an organizational system was in
place — laid out and outlined in the eleventh annual catalogue
(1864–1865). It covered everything from dress code to manners and
politeness. The college required pupils to bring pairs of sheets, pillows,
slips, shoes, umbrellas and toiletries. Young ladies were required to
wear large loose dresses for gymnastics, precisely 10 inches from the
floor. To reinforce a strong Christian belief, parents were expected to
send the pupil’s “religious papers” through the mail.
Through the guidance of Reverend President Alonzo Flack,
teachers guarded over each hall, knowing intimate
details of every student. They recorded
mannerisms, morals, academic
progress and under no such
circumstances were students allowed to
wander about
Group of around 100 students in uniform
assembled behind Claverack College and Hudson
River Institute, c1874. The three-story building at the
center was built in 1830, and the larger building was
constructed around it in 1854.Collection Columbia
County Historical Society.

It also came to pass that students
would be faced with strict guidelines
and rules, something that students
today may have trouble following.

Interior of art studio, Claverack College and Hudson River Institute,
Claverack, New York, late 19th century. Collection Columbia County
Historical Society.
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Juxtaposed to this there came a decline in student registration for
schools such as Claverack, and the retirement in 1900 of the witty
and vibrant President, Alonzo Flack. Just as the door to the twentieth century opened creating possibilities, it closed on The Claverack
College and Institute which shut doors for good in 1902. After the
closing the building was purchased by John C. Havemeyer, a millionaire member of the Havemeyer Sugar Refining Company of
Yonkers, New York, with the whispered intention of turning it into
a sanitarium. However, a short time later it was under contract for

www.cchsny.org

sale to the Rev W. F. Albrecht, a farmer Pastor of the Hudson
Metodist Church, who was said to have plans for a “Pentecost”
school. The conditions of sale were not met and the school did not
materialize. Less than five years after it closed the school that educated and cultivated so many bright minds was torn down, and now
more than a century later it is by most forgotten. ★

Front and side facades of Claverack College and Hudson River Institute building, c1880-1890. Collection Columbia County Historical Society.

As it appeared in: Kinderhook Rough Notes Vol. III, No. 32 Thursday, November 13, 1865

Whole No. 136

Special Notices
Here are plenty of young gentlemen as well as plenty of old ones, whose beards are turning gray, which gives the
former a great deal of uneasiness, and exposes the age of the latter. To avoid these little perplexities we advise such of
our readers to use Prof. Wood’s Hair Restorative, which will in a few weeks, change the hair to its natural color
from the roots of the hair to the final end, and give it a fine glossy appearance. We have seen many persons who have
used it successfully, and pronounced it the only invention which has come up to their idea of a “cure of gray heads.”
We commenced using it about two months since, and if we are any judge of age and beauty, it made us at least ten years
younger, in fact we are beginning to look quite young, and feel very much like getting a young wife. The change is
miraculous, and it would be as difficult to find a gray hair now, as it would be to find an idea in the head of the Duke
of Buckingham. We know several old maids and some young widows, whose looks are just beginning to assume a silvery
hue, and who have been talking seriously about resorting to this remedy, and we advise them not to delay any longer.
It never fails. (St. Louis Herald.)
For sale by L. B. Flagler, Kinderhook, and all respectable druggists everywhere.
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HIghlights from the Society’s Collections

According to the list of those who served in the Civil War
printed in Franklin Ellis’ 1878 History of Columbia County, seven
Chatham men enlisted between August and December of 1863.
They were Elijah G. Broadway, George W. Houghtaling, Henry C.
Lay, Joseph Murrill, William M. Son, Henry H. Van Alstyne, and
Isaac Wickham. Elijah Broadway was a prisoner at Andersonville,
and Henry Lay had served earlier in the 128th Regiment before
enlisting in the 90th Regiment on September 6. All except Henry
Van Alstyne and Isaac Wickham survived the war. While this list does
not appear to be complete, over 175 had already joined the Union
army from Chatham before the draft was instituted.
Albert and Virginia Callan donated this broadside, along with over
a dozen others, in 1994. In 1986 Mr. Callan also donated an enrollment list of county men still subject to the draft in December 1864. ★

By Helen McLallen, Curator, Columbia County Historical Society

T

his broadside, signed by some of Chatham’s leading citizens
in 1863, announced a meeting in Old Chatham, formerly
known as Federal Stores, to encourage the town’s young men
to enlist. Volunteers received a payment from the town or the county of $300 or more. The Enrollment Act of 1863 had been passed by
Congress in response to the Union army’s growing need for soldiers
as the Civil War continued into its third year. Men between the ages
of 20 and 45 were subject to the draft, although draftees were permitted to pay $300 for a substitute to serve in their place. The law
was not popular in many parts of the Union, and in New York City
several days of violent riots occurred in July after the names of the
first draftees were published.
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Turning Needs into Deeds
Associate Brokers
Karen Rosenthal, Robert O’Brien and Paul Kisselbrack

203 Warren Street, Hudson, NY 12534

518-828-7098 • 800-860-1899

www.tommeaton.com

The above advertisement is taken from Sketches of Hudson 1862 by Stephan
B. Miller. Reprinted for the Bicentennial Celebration of the City of Hudson in
1985, published by the Hendrick Hudson Chapter, National Society of the
Daughters of the American Revolution, Inc. 1985.

42

Columbia County Histor y & Heritage

Summer 2004

From castles to cottages
we’ll fulfill all your
real estate needs.
Get caught up in our web: www.sflrealty.com
Continuing the tradition since 1960

Personal & Business Insurance
Email: metzwood@metzwood.com • Off-hour emergency: 518-392-5900

PO Box 371, Central Square, Chatham, NY 12037

800-635-7170

518-392-7701 Fax: 518-392-7878
www.sflrealty.com email: info@sflrealty.com

“On the Circle” in Chatham 392-5161
“On the Green” in Kinderhook 758-7272

Route 9H, Ghent, New York

518-828-3326
Fax 518-822-1502
Catering to parties: 1 to 300
Take-out always available
MC/VISA and AMEX accepted
Closed Tuesdays
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THE NEW YORK CITY RIOTS—Summer 1863
By Jim Eyre
Editor’s Note: The following summary of incidents was compiled from articles in local and
New York City newspapers — The Hudson
Star and the New York Tribune among them
— and as recorded and discovered in the files of
the Black Legacy Association Columbia County
(BLACC) directed by Marcella Beigel. The
sequence and dates of events may not be exact.

T

he following will present a rather
convincing insight into the feelings
and violence with which the decision
to enroll colored troops in the Union Army
was met. As mentioned in another article in
this issue, riots in New York City spread to
other cities including nearby Troy but were
not nearly so vicious.
Thursday, July 14, 1863
New York Riot
Every negro seen by the mob has been either
murdered or horribly beaten. Thus far some
20 have been killed. One or two newspaper
officers have been also threatened. The citizens are arming. The mob attacked many
buildings and factories. They next made an
advance on the Colored Orphan Asylum.
There the firemen were on hand in good time,
and some of them made a tardy effort to do
their duty. The asylum has been destroyed.
Friday, July 15, 1863
Riot Resumed
Rioters commenced on Second Avenue
burning houses and killing negroes. Rioting

is also on Third Avenue and threatens to be
very extensive. The police and military are
hotly engaged – the latter firing on the mob
and occasionally using the bayonet. At 3 PM
the mob entered an alley at the rear of 28th
Street and Third Avenue in which 15 or 20
negro families resided, burst open the houses and found some unfortunates who were
badly handled. One was beaten to a dying
state with a crowbar.
Saturday, July 16, 1863
Riot Continues
A terrible manslaughter was made in negro
dwellings on York Street last night amid
shrieks and groans from unfortunate women
and children. This afternoon the mob again
collected on 23rd Street where a negro was
hung. Failing to disperse them a howitzer
was trained on the mob loaded with canister.
The first discharge reduced the mob in size
to 22 and they fled. Two negroes were killed
this afternoon — one on Pier 4 and the other
in Washington Street.
Sunday, July 17, 1863
A black man was beaten by 3 or 4 of the mob
yesterday and thrown overboard. This man
was apparently aboard the French gunboat
Renauden as a member of the crew.
All was perfectly quiet in the vicinity of
the 7th Avenue Arsenal this afternoon and
tonight. The negroes who had found a place
of safety there were removed to Riker’s
Island. Included were the children from the
Colored Orphan Asylum. Colored residents
of Five Points left for Long Island today.
Monday, July 18, 1863
The notorious scoundrel, Andrews, who led
the rioters in burning the Colored Orphan
Asylum has been arrested. The gratifying
intelligence of the arrest of the villain and
leader of rioters is announced. He has been
sent to Fort Lafayette. Andrews was arrested
by detectives McCord, Farley, Radford and
Dusenberry. They found him in bed with a
colored woman at #10 Eleventh Street. His
name is John U. Andrews, born in Virginia,
and has been in this city since 1859. He is
about 35 years of age, has brown hair, blue
eyes and a full sandy colored beard. He
speaks with a Virginia or negro accent.
Andrews was President of a club in the
Eighth Ward in 1860, a ward which contained the most notorious thieves, pimps,
and gamblers. For a long time he has lived
with a colored woman, Josephine Wilson.
Officer S. J. Smith states that he saw Andrews
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walking on Broadway with her — arm-in
arm — last week. She has kept a house of
prostitution in this city for twelve years. She
came from Boston. About eight months ago
her house, then #113 Green Street, was broken up — a complaint having been made
against it. The next morning Andrews went
to the Station House and requested permission of Sgt. Wilson to take the black woman
in a carriage up to Jefferson Market. The
Sergeant refused. Andrews himself walked
her to the bar of the court and demanded to
be allowed to plead her case. The Justice, not
satisfied that he had any authority, refused to
hear him. A bond was given by the black
woman to appear at Special Sessions and an
indictment was found against her. She did
not, however, appear when the case was
called, and a bench warrant was issued —
during the serving of which the officers
found her in Andrews’ company at an
uptown hotel. She was fined $150 which finished the house at # 113 Green Street for
good. Since then the whereabouts of the
household had been unknown to the police
until they had the occasion to arrest Andrews.
Mr. Chandler of Norfolk (no state mentioned), now a consul. says that Mr. Andrews
has a wife and family in Virginia who were
compelled to leave him.
(Editor’s Note: No further information was
found in the BLACC file on the fate of
Andrews or his fair Josephine. Let us hope that
they met with “their just desserts.”)
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Mysteries • Classics • Art/Music
Kid’s Books • Cook Books • Magazines
Greeting Cards • Paperbacks
Hardcovers • And More

ORDERING SERVICE
Fairview Plaza, Hudson, NY
518-828-7714

Tivoli, NY
845.757.4100

absolutely fresh
authentic mexican food
www.santafetivolii.com

ARTISANS CHOCOL ATE

19 Church Avenue
Germantown, NY 12526
518-537-4888
741 Columbia Str eet, Hudson, NY 12534
518.828.2717

hinkein@valstar.net
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CATSKILL • HUDSON • CHATHAM
Where the Pros Go • Next day delivery... FREE!

The twin county’s cutting-edge, two-county award-winning lumberyard and building supply company offers more services:
70,000 sq. ft. Indoor, Drive-Thru Lumberyard • 25000 sq. ft. Retail Store Including 5000 sq. ft. Designer Kitchen and Bath
Showroom Custom Corian, Soap Stone & Laminate countertops manufactured on premises • Design Service for Kitchens &
Baths Decks, Garages, Pole Buildings, Fences — Contractor Referrals, Blue Print Take-offs, Free Material Estimates

The Kleeber Agency, Inc.
2880 Route 9. Valatie, New York 12184
Phone: (518) 758-7123
For all your Personal and Commercial Insurance Needs

Since 1851
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Pat & Larry

Phone (518) 766-3008
Fax (518) 766-9818

4228 Route 203 Post Office Box 219
North Chatham, NY 12132

JOHN CAIOLA
REMODELING, RENOVATION & REPAIR SERVICES
FOR HOME AND BUSINESS
30+ years of experience, B.S. Construction Management

VOICE/FAX 518-794-9158
East Chatham, NY 12060 • References upon request

An Historic Columbia County Luncheonette
Now making History One Dinner at a Time
FCI-trained Bert Goldfinger cooks American favorites with French flair
Thursday 5–9pm • Friday & Saturday 12 noon • 10pm Sunday 12 noon–9pm
47 OLD POST ROAD • GHENT, NY • 518 828 6677
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■

Columbia County Historical Society Calendar of Events

■

Please note in your calendars the following events and dates. For additional information please call the Society’s office at
(518) 758-9265 or visit our website at www.cchsny.org.
Saturday, December 4th to Sunday, December 12th
Gallery of Wreaths and Holiday Craft Boutique at the Columbia
County Museum, 5 Albany Ave., Kinderhook. Monday–Saturday
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.; Sunday 12:00 to 4:00 p.m. Display of
handcrafted wreaths by individuals, businesses, organizations, and
florists. Wreaths are up for silent auction. Holiday crafts are for
sale. 518-758-9265.
Friday, December 10th
Holiday House Tour, Broad Street, Village of Kinderhook. Several
historic homes open to the public. $5.00/person; $10.00/family.
Tickets available at the Columbia County Museum, 5 Albany Ave.,
Kinderhook. 518-758-9265.

Friday, December 10th
Candlelight Night in the Village of Kinderhook. 6:00 to 8:30 p.m.
Sponsored by the Kinderhook Business and Professional Association.
Businesses open with refreshments, music, wagon rides, Santa,
carolers and the Greens Show at the Vanderpoel House.
518-758-9265.
Friday, December 10th to Sunday, December 12th
Greens Show at the c1820 James Vanderpoel House, Broad St.,
Kinderhook. Friday 12:00 noon to 8:30 p.m. Saturday 10:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m.; Sunday 12:00 – 4:00 p.m. Historic house decorated
for the holidays by local garden clubs, the Docents, Rosery Flower
Shop and Chatham Flowers & Gifts.

Columbia County History & Heritage is interested in hearing from you — if you have articles, pictures, or other items about
Columbia County history and cultural heritage suitable for publication, please let us know.The Editorial Board will review all
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